— 


u AS PR STO RS IONS 


4 


1 


* 


* 
- 

* 
. 


* 
. 
o 
£ 
* 
- 
»> 


\ [ 


r 


> aody: _ * 

* Was l 
5 "TREES ITY 4. 4 N 
# a. lib erred, * — * — 3 5 _ — 5 1 
WY. — — ee N * — — 

— IX — —— —— 

.... ů—— — K — ted NT 

— — — 2 — X 

—ů ——-— — —ͤ ez 2 — 
r —————— — . — — 7 8 
* * : . 


= 


} 
» 


M vie LXIX, 


— 


BY A LADY, 
VOI. IL 


Paternoſter-Row. 


7 
A 
* 
2 
> 
< 
= 
— 
2 
= 
8 
WL 
2 
— 
© 
— 
— 
= 
E 
Z 
— 
. 


— I 


— 


2 


* 4 ag of . _ FT. 
* * P i } 90 
5 7 * 5 * } 
2 — 7 age ' — 
wg : 4 
8 es bad r ee a na ta 
5 * — * * vx . ry 
* f ; - 2 Y x 
* a * & way * =—_— - - — ; 


% ( CHE Ho 9 ID WEI — — —̃ —-— — — — — —y— e þ 


©, - 
1 1 » + 

* " 

* 1 L 7 : E 1 

+ © «\. 3 4 4 
wo 2 — # $9 none eden a= oy 5 
— — — — — — — — . 3: $6] hal 

* * * 2 


4% 
* 
2 
"ft * 
* 
* 

. 


T5 
3 { „ * J 
* 14 4 > 
{ * 4 Dau: « # * 0 
* v2 03 In” bs 
» 8 * 1 
— 4 » 27 
0 <> > ” , Pl 
( — * ry 
1 * 
* tr » = P 
» . 
a * 0 - 
„ 
3 
” 
: „ 


U 


rr d rn 1 „„ 
4 , 


ts > * _ . 8 & Cages 
4 5 * 8 4 
* - 
, : \ 
P "—_ * P - 
1 % 4 N / 4 f 7 7 ; 
| "Wet $ ? %.s F 4 A * 
4 - - 
. A p . 1 a % LT ” 2 bf 
f k 4 4 9 # + + 4 ++ # * * 4+ 8 4 : > 
5 1 1 * * »o 
; * % 


FFF 
ECO OOO 


3 3 1 
„ 
. 8 I : £ " * 
» 4 4 * + >, » « 
i * 

a . . : 

* 2 , P * — 
» 3 0 2 1 8 * : < 
* . 
ö | 0. 
* 


4 NN E AU FORT Park was 


WKXY from Ivy Caſtle, and the 
day pretty far advanced before Lady 
Jane and her fair charge left that 
gloomy manſion, for one more hoſ- 
pitable, to which they did not ar- 
rive till late.” | 


wit 


"Mit Fairfax, who had prattled 
without reſerve during their little 
"Vol. IL B journey, 
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8 THE SIBYL. 


Journey, ſunk every moment deeper : 
into the affections of her aunt.— _ 


How did that excellent woman 
exult in the new perfections ſhe 
diſcovered in her entertaining com- 


panion ! — ſuch depth of na- 


tural underſtanding, /uch purity of 
ſoul, ſuch refinement of ſentiment, 


if it did not quite reconcile her 


ladyſhip to Sir Nicholas's abſurd 


method of education, yet it made 


her refle& on it with 4% impatient 
diſpleaſure than ſhe had ever done 
before, becauſe convinced there was 
nothing wanting but an introduc- 
tion to the world, to make them 7:5 
delight and ornaments, | judging 
what Eliza muſt be, from what 
Henrietta was, | | 


| - 
1 þ : | o 
1 3 
* 
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| The greateſt, indeed the ah con- 
cern her Ladyſtip ſuffered on their 
accounts, aroſe from the ſuperſti- 
tion, which had betrayed itſelf in 
the affair of Goody Wrinkle, yet 
when ſhe came to conſider the ſoli- 
dity of her neice's underſtanding in 
other matters, her pain greatly 
abated, being aſſured, whenever it 
was convenient to undeceive them, 
ſhe ſhould have very little trouble 
in rooting from their minds an er- 
ror ſo ſimple and glaring. 


Sir Stafford Dudley having left 
the ladies at Ivy Caſtle, returned 
immediately to Belmour - Houſe, 
where he only ſtaid to aſſume his 

proper appearance, then ſtepping 
into a chaiſe, was conveyed oy fix 
hunters.— 


B 2 Where 


4 THE $IBYL. 
Where FIR? 


Why, to the houſe of Lads Jane 
Beaufort, and, when' the ladies 
arrived, ready at the door to receive 


his an gel. 


Surrounded by lights, it was im- 
poſſible for Henrietta not to ob- 
ſerve who it was that offered his 


Inſtead of accepting | . ſhe 
ſnatched her aunt's, pale, trem- 
bling, almoſt breathleſs, and with- 
out knowing what ſhe did, ſhrunk 
back in a corner of the coach, as 
if to hide herſelf ſrom 1 obſerva- 


tion. 3 


T he moſt atrocious thief, when 
ſeized on by Fielding's myrmidons, 
could 


THE SIBYL «5x 
could not ſuffer more than did Miſs 
Fairfax on ſight of Sir Stafford: 
E the adventure of the ring ſtared 


her in the face, and n it 
with wm. 


Lady Jane knew her ſoul's emo- 
tion, ſmiled at her pretty con- 
ſciouſneſs, and, ſtepping out firſt, 
 Taid, as Sir Stafford helped her 
from the coach, I am glad to find 
you ſtill here, my dear young 
friend, - you ſee I am come back 
ſucceſsful, — I have brought my 
treaſure with me; but! fear, my 
good girl is ſo much fatigued, that 
we ſhall have ſome difficulty to 

get her from the carriage. 


i4 rejoice at this augmentation of 
your aui 8 felicity, replied he; 
B 3 — permit 
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S permit me, madam, t owing grace- 


fully to Miſs Fairfax, who had, 
by this time, crept a little nearer 


the door, though ſtill trembling 


and 41 for dered, Permit me to aſſiſt 


you, madam. Again he offered his 
hand; be accepted it; but this 


fupport was not ſufficient, ſhe was 
near ſinking, and he had the hap- 
pineſs of preſſing her in his arms, 
as he lifted her to the ground. 


What ails my child ? faid Lady 


Jane, I fear the journey has been 


foo much for you. Indeed, ma- 
dam, it has, replied ſhe, her mo- 
deſt eyes diffidently caſt down, and 


a ſigh eſcaping her boſom, You 


know, my deareſt aunt, for me, 
who was never three miles, till 
now, from my father's caſtle, this 


x. Has 
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has been- a long, a very long 3 jour- 
Fo 


Come, then, my love, give me 


one of your hands, that gentleman 
the other, and; between us, we 


will lead you to a room, where 


ſomething for your ſupper, and a 
little warm negus, will, I hope, 
ſoon make you forget the fatigue 
"ou complain of. 


ene found no inclination 


to diſobey her aunt, eſpecially as 
the hint her ladyſbip had given, was 


eagerly and reſpectfully embraced 
by Sir Stafford —ber hand was that 
moment a priſoner in Bis, nor did 
ſhe once ſtruggle to regain its free- 
dom. : Ps 


B 4 Being 


7 


1 TRE SIBYE. 


Being thus conducted to an 
apartment, Lady Jane fondly wel- 


15 comed them, then leading forward 


the lover of miſs Fairfax, Receive, 
my good child, and, for my fake, 
faid ſhe, eſteem this gentleman ; for 
his 041, twould be needleſs to re- 
Gueſt it, —he is 7nfinitely dear to me, 
and if you treat him with the moſt. 
tender marks of regard'as my friend, 
truſt me, he will never abuſe your 
confidence, 


Henrietta bluſhed, ſhe. did nor, 
could not, ſpeak, but remained 
beautifully filent, whilſt Sir Staf. 
ford, on her unrepulſing hand, im- 
preſſed the ardency of a fea and 


| * 8 | 


Miſs 
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Miſs. Fairfax did not begin to 


recover herſelf from us flutterings. 
into which this accidental meeting 


had thrown her, till the converſa- 
tion became leſs intereſting, when 
the ſeemed to regain a tolerable ſhare 


of compoſure, which made the 
remainder fof a ſhort evening paſs 
more pleaſin gly than can be de- 
 {eribed. „ r 


Lay Jane, nodes the retived 
with her niece, perſonating an air 
of indifference, aſked coolly, how 


ſhe liked Sir Stafford Dudley, and 


then, without waiting a reply, 
faid, that he was /oon to marry a 
very amiable girl, of whom ſhe was 
amazingly fond, and to Ow 
nearly allied. 
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Ah, madam! interrupted Hen- 


rietta, I hope be will be happy. 


J hope zoo ſhe will be happy; 
then burſting into tears, Indeed, 
indeed, my dear aunt, this journey 
has * me * 


a Jane embraced her, — 


My beſt love, yon pain me ach 


this ſudden depreſſure; — whilſt 


you with Sir Stafford, 2051 you 
with Bis intended wife happy, you 
muſt. not negle& to tell ne what 
will make you fo, and be aſſured 
I will endeavour to obtain it for 
you: — Come, Henrietta, conti- 
nued ſhe, I ſee you have ſome hid-. 


den. cauſe for. your dejeftion ;— 
' ſpeak as to a mother who loves you 


tenderly,—ſpeak Jree _ me 
"IE | what 


THE,SIBYL. ut 


what occaſions. theſe tears ? and, 
kiſſing her cheeks, ſhe wiped them 
a. with her handkerchief. 


* 


Since you. command. mw my 
kind, my beſt. parent, ſaid Miſs 
Fairfax, falling at her ladyſhip's 


feet, I will tell you by what 1 am 
diſtreſſed. „ 
Pirſt, my id, riſe 1 this 


poſture; why does my Henrietta 
humble herſelf before me? She 


held out her hand, and obliged 


the trembling fuppliant to e's 
| ſeat VEAL n | | 


ORE not diſpleaſed with me, my 
deareſt aunt; indeed, if it was not 
for my ſiſter, I ſhould pever w 
to leave you, even for a moment.; 
hold; alas! I cannot bear to think 

; B66 * * "wht 
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what my poor Eliza ſuffers from 


the rage of my father ;—by this 


time he finds me wanting, —all his 


anger will burſt on her, and can I 


ſupport the thought that it is for 
me ſhe is reproached, that it is for 
me ſhe ſuffers, whilſt TI am fo 


very, very happy; will not my 


good . aunt carry me back to my 


Eliza? I only want to /ee her, 
to embrace her, and I vill return 
again, upon my word I 20100 . 


Well! replied Lady Lim, ineo 
you deſire it, my dear, you ball go 
back to Ivy Caſtle, I will go my- 
ſelf with you, but firſt, Henrietta, 
you muſt, aſſiſt at the celebration 
of Sir Stafford Dudley's nuptiats; 1 
dare ſay the ceremony will not be 
19 to . and ab {00ny 


Day, 


nay, if you Pleafe, the very mo- 
ment hat is over, I will convey 
28 back to your Eliza. 


0 no, my deareſt lady : / aid PRs @ | 


more eagerly- than before, — to- 
morrow, let me go to-mor rod. 
why ſhould I ſtay,— indeed, in- 
deed I cannot, — ſuch a fimple 
creature as I am can add ns jay to 
the happy day,—his ach, no doubt, 
is quite different from your. poor 
girl, my preſence will but diſgrace 
you, madam,—oh ! let me go to- 
morrow, —let me go, and I will 
ſteal again to your maternal arms, 
as ſoon as it is over. 


Lady Janie DE, not bear to keep 


her beloved niece longer in ſuſpenſe, 0 


Mr ans looked at her with eyes fondly 
. 
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ig ve; 5 Wi 10 10 ſhe 
aid, in a voice of the greateſt 
ſweetneſs, You muſt not go, my 
ar. ot a | 


— IENS 
— 
— 


Oh, * ek fs, I pts Jag FAY 
den / I ſhall die if you refuſe 
V 3 \ 

I repeat, you mu not hve 

will be no joy, no happy day with- 

out you ; the lady deſtined for Sir 

Stafford is in nothing ſuperior to 

yourſelf; is in 0 manner different 

from my Fweet girl, our virtues 

are her virtues ; ſhe has not F 

bought, a wiſh, a ſentiment, nay, 

even a feature, different from you; 
3 in ſhort, my Henrietta, in ſhort, 
it is you, yourſelf, who can only 
make Sir Stafford Dudley happy ; 3 


2 10348 
you 


him; compleat the pleaſure I feel 


worthy. of you ;—ſfay you are not 
averſe to it, — I know you have 
great delicacy ; it has ſuffered ng 
injury, let it therefore ſuggeſt 0 
falſe objections ; Sir Stafford loves 


neſs; I conſulted equally your in- 
clinations and Bic, before I deter- 
mined to unite you: — Goody 


| Wrinkle was not unacquainted 

with your preference for the 5 
| band I deſigned you, and from ber 
| I got my intelligence. 
N Miss Fairfax, ſtruck with aſto- 
; aim e remained ſilent. : 
; die 
g Tour 
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you are the wife I have promiſed 


from the hopes of your alliance 
with this man, a man every way 


you with the moſt refined tender- 
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Vour father ought, perhaps, to 
lde been conſulted on an affair of 
ſo much conſequence ;—you are hit 
child, as ſuch he is. intitled to your 
duty;—l certainty ſhould have ran 
all riſque, I ſhould have in- 
troduced Sir Stafford to him, 
1 fhould have folicited his con- 
eurrence to your union, but for 
reaſons of a moſt particular na- 
ture; theſe reaſons I will now ex- 
plain to you: — Know then, my 
dear, that he has taken a moſt un- 
wartantable reſolution to give with 
Eliaa, whenever the marries For- 
teſeue, the principal part of his 
fortune, and, to make it at laſt 
center all with them, he deter- 
mines to refuſe the addreſſes of any 
man who ſhould make them to 
you, and not only to do this, but 


to keen you eternally ſecluded from 
every 


— 


＋ H E „1 BWI. 17 


every rational enjoyment chat can 
make our exiſtence panty « 


30 madam alen $65. 
weeping, en heart- throbbing 
Henrietta, what can I ſay, bor 
acknowledge, 42w return ſo much 
goodneſs, ſuch . tender 
neſs. 


I with: tell you, my ok chil, 
how you ſhall return it all. 


And can you, will you, mydeareſt 
aunt ? oh, tell it me quickly, ot 
my grateful heart will burſt with 
impatience to- acquit itſelf of ſo. vaſt 
2 debt. | PE. 


1 find, ſaid her Jadyſbip, Anilteg, 
the firſt leſſon I give my excellent 
: girl, 


1 muſt be paticners ; wait only 
till to-morrou, and you ſhall have 
al] the power you aſk ; ſurely it is ; 
not any great time loſt; to be one 
ſhort night without making up our 
accounts I have great demands 
on you, nor can you anſwer them 
till the morning —adieu, my love, 
try to enjoy that calm repoſe which 
ever attends on conſcious inno- 
| cence : ſo ſaying, ſhe retired” to 
her own apartment. f 


In what: manner Miſs Fairfax 
paled the night, whether /eeping | 
or waking, compoſed or reſtleſs, ne- 
ver reached our ear, but having 
put ourſelves in her ſituation, we 
ventured to ſuppoſe her very great 
haſte to return to Ivy Caſtle ſub- 
ms, and that, though ſhe often 
thought 
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thought of Eliza, it was not with +| 
fuch extreme impatience to em- 
brace her before the eſpouſals to 
Sir Stafford Dudley, as ſhe had be- 
trayed on a late oecaſion. 


Miſs Fairfax left * bed at an 
early hour, and having put on an 
elegant morning dreſs, purpoſely 
provided for her by /ady Jane, the 
went to her /ady/hip's chamber, 
who when /be entered, was r 
going to leave it. 
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She had . Gait before 
her uſual time, to have a little 
private converſation with Sir Staf- 
ford Dudley, but being diſappointed: 
by her neice, ſhe ſaid, tenderly em- 
bracing her, how does my cbila, 
how have you llept, my Henri-. 
etta 


* 


* : . | N 


etta—I will not aſk if you are diſ- 
poſed to make one happy, your 
ſeet baſhful countenance tells me 
that you are. . 


Henrietta 8 N to this ſalu- 
tation was full of affectionate duty 
mingled with ſuch a modeſt em- 
barraſſment, as both ſpoke the ſen- 
g. and e of her heart. 


Notwithſtandin g the extreme. 
eaſe and. affability of lady Jane, 
Miſs Fairfax could not conquer a 
certain diffidence, which held her 
from repoſing an entire confidence 
in this excellent woman, — not a 
Hainful, but a reverential awe ac- 
companied her love for lady Jane, 
in whoſe opinion ſhe would not 
ſuffer for the world, thergfore 
© avoided 
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avoided laying open that part of 
her conduct, which the had ever 
condemned, and now tremblet to 
reflect on. 


Yet a did hs fulpeet 
her Iadyſbip's having come at the 
ſeeret, by means of Goody Win- 
kle, as ſhe herfelf had dropped a 
hint of that nature, again ſhe 
calmed her apprebenſions, by ſup- 
poſing the $Siby/ might poflibly 
have diſcovered her partiality for 
Sir Stafford, without betraying her 
faulty weakneſs in the theft of the 
ring, for as fuch. ſhe conſidered it, 
notwithſtanding her having depo- 
ſited the money for its purchaſe, 
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As lady Jane did not think pro- 
per. to ſay any thing further of 
what 
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what ſhe expected from the com- 
pliance of her neice, and as Miſs 
Fairfax ſtudied to avoid a ſub- 
ject, which though pleaſing. kept 
her in continual apprehenſion, the 
time they paſſed together was taken 
up in talking over the quarrel 
which had happened in France, 
between Sir Stafford and Mr. Fol or- 
teſcue. 


Pray my . aunt, bid Hen- 


rietta, favour, me with your. ſen= 


timents on that affair, I long to 
know from your /adyþbip, whether 


my: coufin, or his friend, was moſt 
to blame. 


Lady * was going to 1 5 


when a ſoft ſignal at her dreſſing 


room door, made her riſe to ſee 
8 | who 
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who it was that wanted admit- 
tance, and on opening it ſhe af- 
fected deep ſurprize, when Goody 


Wrinkle preſented herſelf on the 
outſide. 


; Bleſs me, Henrietta! ſaid her 
lI:dyſhip, here is our od friend. 
weleome the good creature,—it is 


your happineſs has brought ber 
hither. File 


a 
— 


Indeed 1 hope to promote it, 
Madam, ſaid the Sihl, advancing 
to meet Miſs Fairfax, who flew 
towards her, Ah, cried ſhe! what 
do I ſee, can it be you here already, 
how is it poſſible for you, who are. 
old and infirm, to come ſo quickly. 


1 
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My dear young lady, there is 
a myſtery. in my actions, I came 
not hither on my own ſtrength, I | 
Have an aſſiſting genius, who ſup- 
ports me, looking gratefully on 
lady Jane, whoſe fair neice under- 
ſtood-no more by theſe words, than 
that the Siby! had been brought by 
magic, to Beayfort Park. 


You muſt one day, ſaid lady 
Jane, make my Henrietta miſtreſs 
of the important ſecret of your 
art, but, continued ſhe, ſmiling 
ſignificantly, the moment for that 
diſcovery I ſhall leave to your own 
diſcretion, and only ſay, that no- 
thing but your preſence was wanting 
to complcat the felicity of two 
young people, dear to me,—this 
451 girl confeſſes herſelf in my 

debt, 


»” 
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Stafford Dudley, —T Il leave you to- 
gether, —perſuade her to make him 
2 return, and my demands are can- 
celled; At the concluſion,of- this 
pleaſing hint, her lady{bip, retired. ; 


The lively bluſhes, ; which lady 


Jane's laſt words had excited in 
the cheeks of Miſs, Fairfax, re- 
ceived additional luſtre from tho 


pleaſure ſhe felt on being left alone | 


with the Si, whom ſhe wanted 
to reſolve. her of a thouſand im- 
portant queries, which the preſence 
of her aunt woyld Dave: reſtrained. 


N a e 55 the charwisg 
"PROFANE did ſhe 1 ii 


You are. a SO 199 aid the, ud 
the happineſs intended for me,— 
Vol. II. C wa 
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debt, I transfer that debt to Sip 5 
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yes! all you foretold has now: „ hap- 


_ pehed, I am beloved by Sir Staf- 
ford Dudley, —T am to be united to 


Bim for ever, —but ah, tell me ! ſhall 
no croſs aceident fruſtrate the in- 
teritions of my aunt i= 


Heaven forbid ! ! replied the tranſ- 


Var hver,—no, Madam, Sir 


Stafford's felicity cannot be inter- 


rupted by any Tg” but your dif- 


* 5 


2 


Then it ſhall never Be inter- 


rupted, ſaid ſhe, her eyes ſpark- 


ling, her whole lovely face ani- 
mated with delight,—if it depends 
on me, how ſecure is his fehicity,— | 
alas! continued ſhe with a figh, 
ſhall I always have the power of 
making him afl i 1 never 
be 


er 
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be leſs dear to him than lady Jane 
tells me, than you tell me I am at 


| preſent 


O never, never! if I know any : 
thing of his heart,—it is impoſ- 
{ible you can be ever leſs dear to 
him,—his paſſion improves every 
moment,—not a hoo, a word, but 
does, and will increaſe his adora- 


| tion. 


| And are all men / like Sir Staf- 
ford ?—when they once love do they 
never waver ?—do their paſſions 


_ conſtantly improve Ado they ne- 


ver grow tired of the perſons they 
love ?—doubtleſs as their judgment 


is fold, their paſſions alſo are Heady; 
it is their underſtanding that pre- 


vents them from indulging a fickle- 


05-3 neſs 
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neſs which would caſt a ſhade, over 
their: fairer actions. | 


N 
1 


Is this your opinion of mankind 
in general, replied t the So ſmil- 
ing? | CC 


77 
1 . it is! x I « err, my error 


: proceeds partly from yourſelf, —you 
aſſure me Sir Stafford's tenderneſs 
for me will never abate, and 1. am 
ſatisfied my couſin Forteſcue will 
always love Eliza; —are not theſe 
inſtances. enough to eſtabliſh my 
good opinion of the whole ſex ? 
if I. am deceived, N inform n me 
better, 0 7175 


* F + 


You are not altogether deceived, 


neither are you Free from error,— 


the world, my charming Miſs 
Fairfax 


* 5 


” 
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amongſt them there are many men 
ſteady and ſincere as thè 79 you 
honour with your approbation ;—- 

again there are others of 4 different 


character, and of theſe I fear a too 


great majority, — how will you 
| ſtart, madum, when I tell you there 
are in this mottled world, wretches 

whoſe pride is in the ſeduction of 
unexpecting innocents, whoſe very 
breath can blaſt the foiref bud of 
reputation F. 


T8 


What ies! ene d do Joh | 
peak of? interrupted Henrietta, 


and do you ſay too there is a ma- 


jority of theſe deteſtable ctea- 
fures ? 


Nos madam, I meant not a ma- 
jority of this ſhocking claſs of 


— 


Fairfax, [contains numbers, 4 Br 


C 3 beings” 
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39 THE SIBYL. 
beings, there are different ſpecies 
which compoſe "Its. _ ſome go 
no ſurthes than cruelly to ſeduce 
the affections of their miſtreſſes, 
then leave them to regret their 
ſenſibility, carrying their perjured 
vows to another and another who 
are, like the firſt, deceived, 3 


O Mes” cried Henrietta |— 
can there be crimes of a deeper dye 
than thoſe you mention ?—bhappy 
Eliza! happy Henrietta! to eſ- 
cape ſuch wretches,—but tell me, 
for I long to know, what other 
ſpecies forms this claſs of * PPugy | 
men. 


There are e attached by the 
charms of a fair face, or a fine per- 
fon, who marry women for 
A | whom 
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whom th ey have no ſolid eſteem.— 

imaginary paſſion ſoon ſubſides, they | 
neglect, they treat them with diſ- 
reſpect, they make them unhappy 
by Inconſtaticy'. by Ne er 5 
eme fact 0 | ö 


How, Laid lady Jane a 
and looking intelligently on Sir 
Stafford, how have you ſucceeded ? 

have you told my neice what 1 
expect from her ?—does ſhe cheer- 
fully conſent to make us all hap- 
py ito day, ſhall it be re day, my 
deareſt child, that you will give 
your hand to Sir Stafford Dud- 
=y 5 . 
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To day, this very day ? 37 be- 
loved aunt, bluſhing and running 
into her arms,. —0 do not com- 


84 mand 
* 
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mand me fo very ſoon, — ſpare me 
a little—I will be implicitly obe- 
dient, but do not, madam, think 
of this very day, l cannot yet look 
up to a man I have ſeen % ſeldom, 
without dying with ſhame, how 
ſhall I confeſs he is dear to me f— 
will he” not think me forward f— 
will he not deſpife me ?—indecd, 
Ware, it cannot de 75. _ 4d 5 


> 4 *3. 1 


207 Jans' preſſed ber! in thoſe 
arms to which ſhe ran for protec- 
tion, while Sir Stafford looked as 
if he would' have giver the uni- 
verſe to have been in her „ 
ſituation. 


Look up, my charming girl. 

faid lady Jane, can you ſuſpect 

1 . e your pa- 
rent 
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rent, of offending your ſweet de- 


licacy: — no, if I had found i it poſ- 
ſible even to diminiſh it, 1 ſhould 
not love you balf ſo well as I do at. 
this moment,—it is neceſſary, ab- N 
ſolutely neceſſary, continued her 
ladyſhip, that your marriage ſhould 
be immediately completed, we muſt 5 


not loſe a day, an hour, - conſider 


the conſequence of a delay, your, 
father perhaps: may diſcover, may 
prevent my deſign, —he will drag 
you from me, he will never ſuffer me 
to embrace Jou, — Sir Stafford far 
from thinking you forward, far 
from deſpiſing you 2500 en your 
complacency.— neither are you ſo 
much aſtranger to each other as you. 
ſuppoſe, — no, my child, he has of= 
ten ſeen. you,——often talked to you 
of his paſſion, often has he re- 
C 5 ceived 


| 4 


1 4 


EY 


ceived the moſt grateful returns 
of tenderneſs, you have told him 
a thouſand times your heart's warm- 
eſt fentiments in dr ere 


C 


Often ſeen me, often bine to me 
of his paſſion, interrupted Miſs 


Fairfax with eagerneſs, O madam *f 


your ladyſhip has been miſinform- 
ed he never ſaw me, — he never 
talked to me of love,—O my dear 
arnt, I hope Sir Stafford has not 
zmpoſed this falſhood on you! 
if he has, T anal caunat be — 


Ef ty 


on any terms.” M_ . 


Whilſt this ere” ee ee 
paſſed, the Sibyl was turned from 
them wiping away from his face the 
ſt that OG LP men. 
3 that 


that ſtamped it with artificial * 
wrinkles, expecting every mo- 
ment when he ſhould be obliged 
to reſume his "proper appeatance, 
nor were rien ep en 9 5 


nah Jane, on perceiving this 
freſh ſeruple ariſe in the "breaſt 'of © © 
her niece; ſaid turning to Goody 
Wrinkle, it depends on yon to con- 
vince this dear girl of the reality 
of my aſſertions,” — afſure her, 
prove to her, that ſhe is better ac- 
quainted with Sir Stafford Dudley 
than he one” ever e OE 
ed... 


. 

Inſtantaneous were the fats of 
this hint, — off flew the ſkirt, the 
coif, the mantle; which conceal- 
Cc 6 » Shine 
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ed our lover, — he fell baſes the 
feet of Henrietta, overwhelmed 
with tendernefs, —he exclaimed my 
life, my love, my. angel, forgive a 
deception oceaſioned wi a paſhen, 
the molt ardent that- 


ne was —— do Miſs 
1 Fairfax gave a loud fhirick and fell 
| almoſd fainting; into the arms of 
lady Jane. 3 onto | 


1 Petre my on Sir Stafford, faid - 


iq her ladyſbip, one moment zetire,.. 
lj we have been too precipitate, — 

[ L will call you. as ſoon as I have 
| calmed the diſorder of her pi 


rits. 


Kir Stafford reluctantly bee, 
Na went no een than the ad- 
joining Cloſet. 3 Eo 

1 As 
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As ſoon as Miſs F n 9 him. 
leave the room he lifted up her, 
eyes ſwimming in tears, and lav- 
ing her face on the boſom of lady. 
Jane, cried out, 0 my God 
what an imprudent. creature have IL 
been,— hide me, madam, hide, 
me from myſelf, — ſuperſtitious !. 
filly wretch I ſee all my folly,— 


juſt heaven, what horror do I. feel! 


from what a precipies. am + Loſe 

caped! "I 
Lady Jane. ſaw her ehen 

full, and did not interrupt her, 


234.497 $$] 
All-wiſe md gracious rg 


continued the, how might my 
weak 1 S have 17 1 1 x 
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might have done, betrayed me to 
miſery,.—I ſhudder at my own in- 


ai Yeretion,—T cannot pardon myſelf, 
neither can your ladyſhip, neither 
can Sir Stafford forgive me,—hum-' 
bled in my on eyes, J can never 
more Took up to Nr wichout 

bluſhing. 


Lady Jari echt no e con- 
fine to filence the impulſe of an af- 
fectionate and delighted foul. 120 778 


Inimitable Serien 3 ſaid the, 
again preſſing her to her boſom, 
talk not of being humbled, never, ne- 
ver did you appear in a more exalt- 


ed light—O how I love my Hen- 


rietta !—How I glory in my child 4 
if you have been guilty of an er- 
ror, ge Long ſenhbility in diſ- 


coverin 8 


THES1BYT, 59 
covering your generous candour, in 


condemning it, turns that very er- 
ror into ſomething / much like 
perfection, ref it might! be ranged 
with your faire ft yirtues,— at ano- 


ther 7 I will tell you where 


the blame ou ght to fall, at ag 


© + þ # 


who ndl you bid be Kess 
ſolate; — approach, Sir Stafford, 
from my hand receive the greateſt 
teaſe: it 1s. in my power, to ber. 


. 
— 
& - X 2 - £ d : 
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Ry e not a ſecond ſummons, 
he flewt to them the ſcene became 
more tender, = more intereſting 


than c: can be recited; ; and Henrietta, 
before Sr. went 92 the breakfaſt 
room, 
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mornin 8. 


They, were : joined « at the, CY 


11171 


at the defire of her ladyſhip, wa 
8 tween the hours of ten and eleven 
united the hands of a faithful pair 
whoſe, felicity from that hour 
ſeemed. the peculiar care of hea- 


444 — 


ven. 11 


S . 
j 0 


. 74 
No ſooner was the ceremony over, 


than lady Jane, told Henrietta, the 
would now fulfil her promiſe” and 
carry her back to Eliza, I have no 
fears remaining, ſaid ſhe, about. 
your return to Ivy-caſtle,—yet you 
ſhall not go. there neither, unleſs, 
I am aſſured Sir Nicholas is dil- 
poſed to receive you affectionately, 

till 


1E 818 T . 4 
til then you ſhall both remain at 


he is, I have many folid reaſons to 
believe the ſtep T have taken win 


a SET 


Sie Stafford tha lady Dudley 


page in a few hours conveyed them 
once more into the neighbourhood 
of Wenne | 


Ali ghting at Belmour-houſe) ad 


drove towards the caſtle attended 
= a numerous retinue. 


1 ele 8 a 105 


great iron gate, which announeed 


the 


Belmour-houſe, and obſtinate as 


not t be deem reſented. ear 


felt an addition to their joy from 
this propofal and a handſome equi - 


taking a ſhort repaſt, lady Jane 
ed re-entered the carriage, and 
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30 

the arrival of ſtrangers , threw 'vir 
Nicholas | into the moſt terrible 
panic, and. he was juſt going to 
bawl ont. not to open his doors; 
when the grating of the. ruſty 
hinges convinced him his orders 
would come too late. 


There was no W e in life 
he fo much dreaded as the return 
of bis injured daughter, and fear 
ing it was either herſelf, or elſe 
ſome perſon to intercede for her, 
he ſhuffled out of the room, leav- 
ing Dr. Bentley to receive the 
gueſt, ſwearing vehemently he 
would liſten to ns terms of accom- 
modation, nor- ſee any one who 


ſhould come in "'Dehaly of Hen- 
rietta. | | 


* 
k a 


The 


HE SIBYL. 43 
The Fel) Doctor having enter- 
' tained ſome hopes of embracing 
his young favourite, laid down his 
pipe, and with a compoſed air 
went to the door, ſpontaneouſiy 
opening his arms to receive her, 
but felt a kind of ſurprize, 
when lady Jane, whom he did not 
immediately recolle&, e to- 


Wer 0-7; an e 
What Jo I fee | — after ing | 


another view of her perſon, can 
this be the truly benevolent, the eu- 
cellent lady Jane Beaufort 3 


FLY T6327 "$10 


My name. indeed is "RR 
replied her ladyſhip, for the other 
epithets, my worthy Doctor Bent- 
ler, 1 fear [ am tao much indebted 

to 
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=; 


to your partiality' z— Tat where for 
heaven's ſake is my ſtrange brother: 
lead me to him, preſenting | her 
band, pray do —1 am impatient 
to fe,.. to pal to him, to make bugs 
: liſten to reaſon. | 
All Tady Jane's . Heidi 


could not ſo far overcome the Doc- 
tor's natural baſhfulneſs'as to make 


him take the hand ſhe offered him, 


ſo that her ladyſhip was obliged to 
go Ain further, and to ſeize on bir 
before ſhe could get him one fingle 


- #44 4 \ SER i 42 
* * 


ſtep from the door, 


„ ohevagy my good GLAS as ſhe 


hurried him along, — ſhew me to 
Sir Nicholas ! —are weright ?—in 
which apartment ſhall we find 

him? 


oF XY 
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£3 5 
157 Ehe ho dot I e expect 


e. —it may be beſt to ſurprize 
Bim, Lay viſit requires but little 
ceremony, I ſuppoſe you know, 


fir, that I have. ran way.” WY Un. 
daughter. ears n en 


Indeed I duſpefted it, . 
and for the young lady's ſake, 
whom I love as if ſhe was my oz! 
child, wiping his eyes, I greatly 
rejoiced at her ſituation; —if your 
ladyſhip will condeſcend to enter 
this little room, I will declare to 
the beſt of my knowledge what 
has paſſed ſinee the youllg! lady's 
cope 


But Wee my PRA bea is 
Sir NENT: 2 | 


8 


— 
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Teuly, , Ska; in a confuſed 


accent, truly, madam, I proteſt to 
your ladyſhip,. that Sir Nicholas 


J fear will not be prevailed on to 
have the honour of ene your 
0 Aha 


3 3 5 knows I am in 
the houſe ? | | 


< 


"Truly. no, . 2 8 5 


| 4 8 he is. very poſitive and 


ſwears not to ſee the face of any 


Human creature who would tpeak 


to him of his d ber. 1 1 8 


very well! but I ſhall mike 


him: break his oath before I leave 
the caſtle; however for the pre- | 


bent. fir, Iam ready to attend you, 
impatient 


* 


impatient to bear the particulars 
of which you. can inform me. 


The Doctor inſtantly drew A 


chair, and, having flid his pipe un- 


der the table, took another at a 


- ſmall diſtance from her ladyſhip, 


who prevented him from enterin g 


immediately on his information by 
_ enquiring prone en fh any er 


and Faeneee 
g 140 Todos 7 > s 1 
He 1 in general terms, that 
the formerwas muchbetter,the latter 


very well; but being a man of toe 


great method net to place every 


circumſtance in its proper depart- 
ment, he kept back à very princi- 
pal one which had that day been 


tranſacted, and which like him we 


are reſolved ſhall appear in that 
| 1 part 
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art of our hiſtory to which, it un- 


7 » ? * 

. * 3 = x 
1 * 32 
I 


: Prolixity being rk a e 
to which the good Doctor Was ad- 


dicted, we. ſhall, not repeat his 


very words, but only inform our 


; ers with as much of his recital 


as is neceſſary to their underſtanding 
how. matters. ſtood at the caſtle 
when Sir Nicholas was diſconcerted 
b 15 the arrival of lach Jane. 


* 


1 


Aber N Was 3 Eliza 
ſeemed ready to expire with appre 
henſion, when ſhe was told that her 
flight was diſcovered to her father, 
who ſhe ſuppoſed fo very much en- 
raged, and from whom ſhe expected 
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ole TD are the though, 


of megting. Athy; 


— 


How 3 then muſt the be 
deceived, how greatly ſurprized 


when Sir Nicholas entered her 
apartment with a countenance, n 
which was * the Tor of 5 


ill humour. 8 


pleaſed than to find himſelf eaſed 
of an incumbrance which would. 


retard his great deſign of caring. 


Forteſcue and Eliza. 


Inſtead heats of Git ot to 
bring back Miſs Fairfax, ttying 
to overtake her, or even enquiring 
under whoſe protection ſhe had put 
herſelf, he diſpatched a ſervant. 
Vol. II. D 
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after a dnl; eminent in the 
Jaw, whom he detained all night! in 
the caftle, and by nine © clock the 
next morning an inſtrument was 
finiſhed, which put it out of his 
own power ever to beſtow the leaſt 
part of his poſſeſſions on Hen- 
rietta, making Forteſcue and Eliza 
ſole heirs to a fortune of eight feore 
thouſand pounds. 


With a ſpecial licence in on- 
hand, and this deed in the ozher, 
he came to the chamber of Eliza, 
ſent for Doctor Bentley, and in a 
peremptory tone, deſired he would 
Go his office. | 


i It was in vain to remonſtrate, 
he would hear nothing in favour of 
Henrietta, and the marriage cere- 

| mony 
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mony paſſed between Forteſcue and 
Eliza, perhaps at that very in- 
ſtant, when lach Jane's chaplain 
was uniting the hands of Miſs 

Fairfax and Sir Stafford Dudley, 


Sir Nicholas's inhumanity to a. 
daughter ſo deſerving as Henrietta, 
_ exceedingly ſhocked lady Jane, and 
no ſooner had the Doctor concluded 
his intelligence, than ſhe deſired he 
would conduct her to the door of 
that apartment, where ſhe might 
find the unnatural parent, then 
_ pulling the bell, ordered a ſervant 
to ſend Betty to her immediately. 
in a moment the faithful girl ap- 
peared, —/ady Jane aſked if Eliza 
knew that ſhe was in the houſe, 
and being anſwered in the affirma- 

D 2 tive, 


2 THE SIBYL. 
tive, bade her ſay nothing of it 
'till ſhe ſhould receive orher in- 
ſtructions. 5 | 


Having called "Ty pen, ink, and 
paper, her ladyſbip wrote a ſhort 
note, which ſhe ſealed and deli- 
vered to Betty, ſaying, when you 
hear the bell ſpeak three times, 
order my ſervants with all poſſible 
expedition to drive back to Bell- 
mour houſe, and give this billet the 
inſtant they arrive. 


| Betty being diſmiſſed with theſe 
directions, Which ſhe promiſed 
punctually to obſerve, her Jady/hrp 
itound no difficulty in perſuading 
Dr. Bentley to ſhew. her to the 
door of Sir N icholas' s cloſet, —here 
ſhe dropped her, good conductor, 
and taking the lock in her hand, 


found 
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found eaſier admittance than might 


have been. expected, be having 
forgot, or elſe neglected to turn 
the key on the infide, which he 
certainly would have done, had he 


once ſuſpected the honour intended 
him. 


When Sir Nicholas perceived 


lady Jane enter, he ſtarted from 


his great arm chair, and made 
towards an oppoſite door with ſuch 
alacrity, that her /ady/hip had 
| ſome difficulty to proven his de- 
ſign of retreating. | 


Stop. Sir! eried ſhe, darting 


acroſs the room, and getting hold 


of his ſleeve, you have flown. me 
years enough, I will no longer be 
avoided. 


D. The 
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The ſurly, yet affrighted, Ba- 
rezet, had now nothing left but 
to terrify her ladyſhip in turn, 
and oblige her to fly, ſo wheel- 
ing haſtily round, with one of 
thoſe tremendous countenances: 
that had for many years kept his 
whole family in ſubjection, he 
ſtuck his broad hands on his ſides, 
and bawled out, in a reſolute voice, 
ſtaring full in her face, Hey-day, 


how the devil, madam, came you 
| here - 


Rather aſk what buſineſs brought 
me hither, replied her ladyſhip, 
unintimidated by his feroeity. 


| Phew, cried he, in K half hit 
tle, by St. Jago, you had better 
take yourſelf gecently off, madam, 
PPG | = AT 
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or l mall ſhe w you a ſhorter way 


than you came. 


My kind Rab als ſmiling indig- 
nantly on him, how agreeably you 
flatter me with this reception 

any other behaviour from you would 
mortify me exceedingly ; I ſhould 
certainly blame ſomething in my 
own conduct for exciting it. 


Sir Nicholas, far from wanting 


natural underſtanding, -was; ſtung 
by this reproach, and retovrted,. 


with more &i7terneſs than paſſion, 


Curie upon your inſinuations I I 
have been cheated 700 LAS by 
your artful zricks to be afraid of 
words, words can do me no miſ- 
chief now, I have no longer an 
infatuated mother, to be wheedled 

D 4 by 
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by them out of her conſcience, box 
nour, and Juſtice. 


Forbear, wretch, thy impious 
reflections on the memory of my 
revered mother, replied Lady Jane, 
her eyes ſparkling with anger, ſhe 
was your parent as well as mine; 
your father too was a good man ;— 
degenerate creature | where are the 
bright principles of virtue thou 
ſhouldſt inherit from them? 


From women's tongues, good 
Lord deliver me] why, my pious 
lady ſiſter, ſaid he, in a ſneering tone, 
Jallow my father was a good man, 
from him I inherit ſomething, but, 
as for your ladyſbip's mother, I 
reaſonably ſuppoſe her virtues went 
with her June and eftate; the 

countelk 
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counteſs of Hillſey was, as you ſay, 
my mother, but I am not obliged to 
her for that, you know. 


I will tell you a plece of ſecret 
hiſtory, returned Lady Jane: That 
mother, of whom you ſpeak: fo 
flightly, would not have conſi- 
dered me as her only child; you 
might have ſhared her favours, if 
it had not been for a certain miſ- 
chievous perſon, who made. her w 
change thoſe intentions, who ſowed If 
the ſeeds of diſcord between you. bl 


Rot me, replied he, it I ever 
forgive that perſon. 


Hold, Sir! you are the only man 
in the world by whom that perſon 
is eſteemed.. 
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To ſhew you, madam, I do hate 
her moſt heartily, I now defire 
you will take yourſelf off, off, I 
ſay, and never trouble me a- 
gain. 


Pretended ignorance! and is it 


thus, Sir, you would avoid the 


faithful mirror I hold up to you? 
is it thus you turn from it ?—give 


but one conſcious glance, it will 


ſhew you whom I mean, and, if 
you can bluſh, cover you with con- 
tufion. 7 | 


Zounds, madam, will you troop ? 
I'll hear no more of your non- 


esl. 
You ſhall hear, Sir; yes, you 


Ball be reminded with what re- 


Joe, 


THE, SIBYL. 59 
hed, what cruel uſage you treated 


the beſt of Womens and. the ten- 


dereſt of Karen 


Hold, hold, interrupted Sic Ni- 
cholas, which was moſt cruel, ſbe 
in diſinheriting me of a child's pro- 

portion, you in cauſing me, by 
your curſt contrivances, to be diſin- 
herited, or I for a behaviour, 
which, by St. Jago, had nothing 
in it but a proper ſpirit of reſent- 
ment for the injuries I had ſuf- 
tained. 


Heaven give me patience! ſaid 
her ladyſhip, in what an odious 
light have yeu placed the irre- 
proachable conduct of my honoured 
mother | how very deſpicable have 
you painted me out! but know, 

D 6 Sir, 
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Sir, I have a mind above your 
black impeachments, and know 
too, that whatever fortune I poſſeſs, 
I have alſo the power of bequeath- 
Ing IK you behaved i in another 
 manner,— 


Why, ſiſter; mildly 1 
Sir Nicholas, had I known you 
came with peaceable intentions, 1 
ſhould not have been /o warm ;— 
we have hitherto been unfit to 
diſcuſs bufineſs, — perhaps I have 
been to blame, perhaps I have; I 
ſhall be glad to know, my Has. in 
what I can gs you. 


1 TOW perfectly acquainted 
with the - conſtitutional avarice of 
her ſordid brother, having thrown 
out can right bait, was not ſur- 

' | prized 
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prized at the condeſcending anſwer 
it dee 5 


AﬀcQing an air of "oY 25 cold 
indifference, ſhe replied, ! You can 
never oblige | me, Sir Nicholas, 
unleſs by making yourſelf worthy 
of my regard and confidence; — I 
confeſs it would give me pleaſurè to 
call, without repugnance, the ſon of 
Lady rk n | 


Well then, you uu ſhall call me 0 


by my foul you ball, taking both 
her hands, and I have a daughter 


whom 1 will teach to Honour you 


as her parent. 


One deuthter, Sir Nicholas, I 
thought your lady had left you 
with 7420 ;—pray, what is become 


of the otber? = 
„„ 


6 THE SIBYL. 
Alas, my lady! ſhaking; his head, 
and affecting a look of concern 
_ which he was far from feeling, I 
am not the; happieſt father in the 
world; that other for whom you 
enquire, is a dhe to our dar 
my. 


How ſo? aſked Lady Jane, with 
coun terfeited emotion. | 


Notwithſtanding I took ſo much 
care to keep the girl prudent, ſhe 
has ſcandalouſly ran away from me, 
I gueſs with ſome fortune-hunt- 
ing fellow, and curſe me, filter, 
if ever I take her back again. 


L am terrified! I am aſtoniſhed 
to death! cried her ladyſhip, and, 
running to the bell, ;pulled it three 

times; 


% 
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times ;—a glaſs of water; or I ſhall 
not be able to Rp myſelf.— 


Betty e the fignal, ſhe 
flew to Lady Jane's ſervants, ſhe 
gave them the note, and diſpatched 
her /adyſhip's coach full ſpeed to 
Belmour-Houſe.—Lady Jane hav- 
ing drank ſome water, Sir Nicho- 
las expreſſed his concern, that 2e 
had been the means of alarming 
her; Not, ſaid he, but you muſt 
have felt the ſame ſhock, my lady, 
come the news when it would; yet, 
to comfort you, fifter, we have 

ſtill a good girl left, we can never 
do too much for our Eliza, - we ll 

think no more of Henrietta. 


* 


Indeed, brother, it is not Hen» 
rietta's elopement that alarms me, 
but 1 


mM DOCREESIRTS. 
but I am dftrefed and greatly 
ſhocked at your cruel reſolution ne- 
ver to ſee her more, —retract that 

unfatherly vow, or I leave your 

houſe 7Zhzs inſtant,—T will: not : ſee, 

T will not hear. of Eliza, till Hen» 

rietta is reſtored to your favour, 


Nay, now, by St. Jago, this is 
a little out of the way, f/ter; be- 
ſides, who can tell where to find 
the girl? 

Leave that to me, and truſt me, 
Sir Nicholas, if I do not produce 
her with a character unblemiſhed, I 
will hate her myſelf, I will give you 
leave to call her a diſgrace to our 
family, to puſh her from you as an 
' Imprudent, artful creature; — on 
the contrary, if I bring her to you 


innocent 
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innocent as the -excellent woman 
who gave her being, and you ſhut | 
your arms againſt her, from that 
_ rf®ment na tie ſhall bind me to 
your intereſt, —I ſhall not want, 
amongſt the numbers I eſteem, ſome 
deſerving people, who, at my death, 
I ſhall be able to conſider as my 
neareſt, deareſt Jens, 


Sir Nicholas betrayed” a very vi- 
fible agitation, when this ſentence 
was pronounced in a manner ſo 
determined as to give him no room 

to doubt its validity.  _ -—» 

He conſidered a. moment, and in 
that moment foreſaw the deſtruction 
of his neu- born hopes, if he ſhould 
refuſe her ladyſhip's proffered 
terms, or diſcover. the. deed he had 
| made 


made in ce wy Forteſcus, and 
Eliza. 


1 | Never was a more painful "and 
1. a perplexin g embarraſſment than that 
M: under which .he laboured, whilſt 
conſidering how to bring himſelf 
out of theſe dilemmas. 31 


__ 
e 
77 Ht: 


40 Without knowing; Doctor Bent- 

1 ley had been before - hand with 

bim, he reſolved to conceal the ir- 
revocable obligation by which he 
had bound Himſell, till Lady Jane's 
death ſhould render concealment un- 
neceſſary, which event, being ſome 
years younger than her ladyſbip, he 
had ſtrong hopes of ſurviving, and 
as to the ſecrecy of every body con- 
cerned in the affair, he thought 
be knew how to ſecure it effec- 
tually. 


Having 


$53 
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Having in a ſhort time taken his 


final reſolution, he aſſured her la- 


dy/hip ſhe might conduct him as 


| the pleaſed, and if ſhe would really 
clear the character of his daugh- 


ter, he was not averſe to receiving 


her, as though ſhe had never 5 
fended him. 


— 


Lady Jane laughed ea at 
this glaring hypocriſy, yet the 
thanked her brother, ſhe ſeemed 


infinitely ſatisfied, and deſired he 


would now lead her to the apart= 


ment of Eliza, whom the greatly 


longed to embrace. 


This requeſt put it in the _ 


of Sir Nicholas, how proper it 
would be to acquaint her ladyſhip. 


with the marriage of that young 


lady, 
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lady, and without much heſitation 
he diſcloſed the affair, knowing 
Forteſcue had been ever extremely 
warm in her eſteem.. 


Lady Jane did not appear diſ- 
pleaſed or ſurprized- at this ſudden 
ſtep, ſhe congratulated the baronet, 
and repeating her deſire of going 
to them, was immediately gratified 
by her nom obſequious, aſſiduous, 
ſubmiſſive brother. 


Eliza not having ſeen her aun! 
for ſuch a number of years, had 
no recollection of her perſon, 
when ſhe entered, led by Sir Ni- 
cholas, but finding herſelf in the 
arms of a ſtranger, and hearing her 
father cry out this is your aunt 
Beaufort, ſhe knelt down and kiſſed 

= 


. 3 — 
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the hand of her ladyſhip with ſo 


ſweet a grace, that forgetting her 


_ poſture, the delighted aunt gazed 
upon her with the ſtrongeſt emo- 
tions of ſurprize and tenderneſs, 


Ah! exclaimed ſhe, melting 
into tears, whilſt ſhe raiſed and 
embraced the beautiful Eliza, I 
hold in my arms another Lady 
Fairfax, I ſee hefore me another 
Phenix riſe from the aſhes. of my 


heavenly friend! 


The gentle ſoul of Eliza was 


deeply affected, ſhe could make 


no reply, ſhe could only throw 
her grateſul arms about the neck 
of Lady Jane. 


Sir Nicholas, unable to contain 
his ſatisfaction, ran to find out 
Forteſcue, 
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Forteſcue, flattering himſelf. the 
fortune. of his favourite was now 
complete, for already i in his mind's 

ſanguine eye he ſaw him poſſeſſed 
of half Lady Jane's immenſe riches, 


Before he could return, before 
Eliza could enquire for her dear 
Henrietta, before . ſhe was divided 
from the firſt embraces of her 
tranſported aunt, Betty entering, 
communicated ſomething in awhiſ- 
per, which her ladyſhip anſwered 
in the ſame myſterious manner, 


and the gir/ diſappeared. 


Eliza looking intelligently, ſaid 
with an innocent, inquiſitive ſmile, 
I have the pleaſing hope, Madam, 
that I ſhall /con ſee myHenrietta,—l 
know ſhe is honoured with your 

| protection, 


protection, tell me then my dear 
aunt, is ſhe 107 1 in'the houſe, did 
mt tlic meſſage you juſt now re- 
ceived come from ber ?—ſurely I 
heard my fenen name b e n wal 


Upon my ated; reien Lady 
Jane, the meſſage you ſpeak of did 
not concern any one of the name 
of F airfax, 


| How nhch row: ic OY 
am I diſappointed? I really thought 


Henrietta with you; O my dear 
Lady! you cannot think what 
ſtrange alterations have happened 
ſince ſhe left me. 0 1 


* ying this, her fair cheeks were 
y 


ed with crimſon, FAN 


2 
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your lachſbip had brought back 
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Ves, yes, interrupted Lady Jane, 


I can do more than think, my 
charming niece, I know you have 
made an amiable youth happy, I 
Eno you are the wife of Forteſcue, 
on which event you have my ten- 
dereſt wi/hrs, my warmeſt * 
tulations. 


'7T "ROY thank you, my deareſt 
aunt, kiſſing her hand, then indeed 
I mall be happy,—O! I had 7515 
day ſomething, which diſtreſſed 
me greatly! but my coin For- 
teſcue tells me he has bought of a 
method to remove my uneaſineſs,.— 
I Enoꝛv he has. — I ſhould hate him 
if he had a wiſh, mean, ungenerous, 
or ſelfiſh. 


--—Y 


— | es. dt 


Your couſin Forteſcue, repeated 
Laar 12 ſmiling, Pray who is 
your 
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your couſin Forteſcue, my dear, is 


there not a tenderer title, by which 
you ſhould now diſtinguiſh 41? 


Indeed Madam, again bluſhing, 
1 have been ſo. uſed to call him 


couſin, that I ſhall not be able very 


ſoon, I fear, to accuſtom myſelf to 


ony other name,—but will your 


ladyſhip tell me where my ſiſter is? 
how ſhe does? and when I ſhall 
be ſo happy as to ſee her ? 


We will talk of neice Fairfax 


ſome other time, I can now only 
tell you ſhe is well and happy, at 
preſent you mult content yourſelf, 
my dear, with the company of a 


young perſon, whom ] have brought 


to be your companion, her name I 
ſhall not yet diſcover, ſhe was this 
Vol. II. E 


morning 
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morning a bride, like my Eliza, 
am miſtaken if vou will not loy 
her tenderly,—I came ' hither 00 
prepare you for Her reception, and 
when you {aw Betty whiſper me, 
ſhe ſignified the equipage of * 
very lady w was at hand. | 


Here Sir Nicholas ed. ts 
troducing Forteſcue, who was mol 
cordially and moſt affetronately ſe- 
| ive by: Lady Jane. | 


Alter congratulating Sm. on hi 
marriage, ſhe looked at him with 
a certain expreſſion of countenance 
that made him ſuſpect in whit 
manner ſhe was going to accol 
bim. 


My dear Forteſcue, ſaid her 
ö e next to the pleaſure of 
5555 


* 


* 


3 — 


you united to my neice Eliza, is 
formation you can give me of the 


ceed, ſeeing him look perplexed, 
expect your account with im- 
patience, ſurely you are at 0 loſs 
to gueſs who I mean,—you cannot 
ſo ſoon have forgot Sir Stafford 
Dudley. 


| By St. Jago, ſiſter, you muſt be 
tender on that point, cried Sir Ni- 
cholas; my boy, and this Dudley 
you talk about, had, it ſeems, a 
falling out at Paris; not but Charles 


to make up matters with him, if 


E 2 Indeed, 


that which I propoſe from the in- 
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ſeeing - you returned, and finding 


friend I recommended to you; pro- 


_ 


confeſſes himſelf a little in the 
' <or0ng, and would be glad enough 


they could be brought face to face. 
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Indeed, my lady, faid Mr. For- 
teſdue, advancing gracefully to- 


wards her; his eyes caſt on the : 
ground; his whole air full of con- * 
. trition ; indeed I have injured the 
friend of my boſom ; the friend you 
. honoured me by recommending; th 
the friend I was proud to acknow- bl, 
"ledge ; the friend I ſtill love: yes, in 
have injured him ! but condeſcend WI D. 
to hear my defence, before you ah Di 
ſolutely condemn ne. 
I will hear Sehe you can {ay the 
zin your own defence, cried her la opt 
dyſhip, with well-diſſembled in- the 


e No, Forteſcue, no Nic 

unleſs I ſee my dear Dudley, unleß cxc 

7 hear him acquit you, expect ny 1 

utmoſt reſentment :—till then, | \ 

| ſhall regard you as his, as my ene: thir 

my. vaying this, ſhe burſt fron {oor 
thi 
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the room, leaving every one pre- 
ſent in ſilent aſtoniſhment, except 
Sir Nicholas, who raved at her un- 
accountable behaviour. 


Before they had time to recover 
their diſorder, her ladyſhip redou- 
bled their amazement, by darting 
in upon them, with. Sir Stafford 
Dudley in her hand, followed by 
Dr. e n Henrietta. 


Never was a more . ſcene - 
than this promiſed to be, at the firſt 
opening; every one running into 
the arms of the other, whilſt Sir - 
Nicholas ſtood aloof, vociferouſly . 
exclaiming, ſo! fol. fo! fo! 


We ſay the ſcene promi ied no- 
thing but confuſion ; yet mark how 
ſoon it was reverſed. 


Lady 
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Lady Jane ſtepping between 
them, ſaid, with an air of compo- 
ſure, blended with pleaſantry, give 
me leave, good people, having brought 
vou tagether, to ſeparate you for a 
moment. ſee, and am pleaſed 
with your eagerneſs to be united to 
each. other; — ſuſpend your emo- 
tions only till! I have procured: for 
Henrietta, the bleſſing her heart 
pants after. Saying: this, ſhe led. 
_ thewhite-robed beauty to her father, 
Who no ſooner ſaw: her at his feet, 
than' he liſted her up, bleſſed and 
embraced ker, witk as mueh: tender - 
neſs as he was capable of feeling, 
and not without ſome ſhare: of re- 
pugnance, for having put it out of 
his own power to ſhew himſelf the 
parent more than by words. 


85 Lady 


Lady Jane continued to en 
you ; and with Ser, an addition to 


Dudley, honour me with your hand. 
Permit me to lead you to your 


las, I took the liberty of beſtowing 
your daughter on a gentleman, 


whoſe birth, Principles, and educa- 


tian, will reflect honour on us all. 


It is not -oſlible to deſcribe the 


one preſent, except Sir Nicholas 
and even he, who now dreaded 
nothing ſo much as his ſiſter's diſ- 


ee 


* 


him in this manner: receive the 
innocent child I promiſed to reſtore 


your family, whom you ſhall not 


bluſh to acknowledge. Sir Stafford 


father.—This morning, Sir Nicho- 


pleaſure, did not receive it very 


3 


pleaſure this diſcovery. gave every 


E4 "ud 
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As to Eliza's tranſports, they 
were not to be ſuppreſſed; ſcarcely. 
to be contained: She fell upon the 
neck of lady Dudley ; ſhe even wept 
with pleaſure; ſhe gave a looſe to 
the moſt tumultuous joy that ever 
agitated the ing boſom of 

friendſhip. | 


Whilſt the lovely ſiſters were in- 
dulging the fond effuſions of ten- 
derneſs, Mr. Forteſcue advanced to 
Sir Stafford Dudley, who met him 
with a countenance devoid of anger 
or reproach. : 


The PER . to make 
ſome apology for his behaviour in 
France; but the latter retreating a 
few paces, took hold of Dr. Bent- 
ley's hand, and ſaid, with an air 
which illumined his whole form, 

| 6 3 As 
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As you have already given me hour 
pardon, moſt excellent Dr. Bentley, 
let your goodneſt extend itſelf till 
further; plead for me with my 
dear Forteſcue, who never injured, 
but nobly chaſtiſed me, when I for- 
got my character /o far, as daringly 
to inſult his friend, his en his 
ir ector. 


Great God! this is r much; 
yes, it is #90 much, exclaimed For- 
teſcue ; large drops rolled down the 
venerable cheeks of his tutor; and 
the ladies were v;/bly affected; even 
the hard countenance of Sir Nicho- 
las ſeemed ſoftened by ſenſibility. 


Dudley, continued his friend, I 
cannot look up; I cannot meet your 
eyes; your. generoſity ſhrinks mo 
up to nothing—l would offer you 


. 
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muy hand, but dare not ; that hand, 
| that raſh Band; it feems to wither 
h whilſt I think Low it has been em- 
5 ployed. — Has it or been lifted a- 
1 gainſt you How, then, can E hope 
\f you will receive it? 


Tes, þ accept I accept it 7 Bus, 
| eried Sir Stafford, ſnatching his 
hand eagerly, and preſſing it be- 
iq tween both his—you are more than 
| 


ever my friend—from this moment 
nothing ſhall diſturb our friendſhip 
—bere are the lovely bonds, point- 
ing to Henrietta and Eliza, that 
mall bind us eternally to each other. 


We Mall here eloſe the ſeene, as 
it becomes too intereſting for our 
pen. 


2 = me 


The day aber this pleaſing 
CONELLLAUCN was effected, Ar. Por- or- 
teſcue 
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teſcue preſented a paper to Sir Staf- 


ford, which, on examining, proved 
to be an obligation from the ſormer, 
to ſhare the fortune of Sir Nicho- 
las equally with Henrietta, when- 
ever, by her father's death, he 
ſhould become his Heir; in which. 
obligation he had bound himſelf, 
by the ſtrongeſt terms of Jaw, as 
ſoon as he was in poſſeſſion of the 
deed already mentioned, conſe- 
quently, before he knew of her con- 
nection with his friend. EY 


Sir Stafford, conſcious that he 
ſhould have acted in the ſame man- 
ner, had he been in Forteſcue's 
ſituation, alſo felt how much a re- 
fuſal would have mortified him; 
and therefore, without heſitation, 
accepted ory e 


/ 


It 
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It has ever been a favourite opi- t 
nion of my own, and I dare ſay, of 0 
many people, that there is as much, I 
if not a greater, art, in receiving than te 
in beſtowing favours—the Bbenefac- h, 
tor confers his benefits with a libe- 
ral hand, and his applauding heart 
repays him with ſentiments of de- W. 
light and ſatisfaction, —nothing is to 
ſo eaſy to a benevolent mind as acts Cc 
of benevolence ; a, conſtitutional or 
virtue performs all its offices me- Ca 
chanically ; but it is quite a differ- of 
ent caſe with the perſon who re- be 
ceives benefits; in him, a grace, a ne 
delicacy is required, which, if ob- in 
ſerved, he will be rather exalted, CC 
than humbled by them—nothing. 
hurts me more, than if J preſent a 
trifle as a proof of my eſteem, or to 35 
ſhew an inclination of obliging, no- pt 
thing, I ſay, hurts me more, than di 
| 5 to 
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to have that trifle returned in one 
of equal or perhaps ſuperior value ; 

I always look on ſuch returns to in- 
tend the following declaration, ＋ 

bave a little mind. 


After this ſhort Green; I mall, _ | | 1 
with my reader's permiſſion, go back 
to Ivy Caſtle, whoſe owner, un- 
conſcious that his tranſactions were, 
or ever would be, diſcovered, was 
eaſy enough prevailed on, to throw * 
open the o/d maſſy gates, which had 
been ſo long thut againſt a genteel 
neighbourhood, who now poured 
in from all quarters to pay their 
cane of congratuldtion. | 


In the midſt of ol rejoicings 
and heartfelt pleaſures which now 
preſided at the caſtle, the ſudden 
diſappearance of Dr. Bentley af- 

forded 
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forded matter of deep ſpeculation 
to every individual of its: inhabi- 
tants. ; 


Thus it happened—Sir Nicho- 


las, with his two fons, was gone 
to view a new. purchaſe which he 
intended making; the ladies abſent 
on a viſit z when a meſſenger arrived 
to Dr. Bentley, with whom he was 
ſhut up near an hour; after which 
the ſame perſon was diſpatched, 


with all ſpecd, to the next town, for 


a chaiſe and four of the beſt horſes 
n could be Procured. Tr 


Betty, who gave this account to 
the ladies on their return, alſo ſaid, 
that the Doctor ſeemed unuſually 
agitated, though ſhe believed not 
by ill news; for never had ſhe ſeen 
him look ſo happy and well pleaſes 
in her life. 


Betty 


THE SIFYL. & 
Betty, interrupted Lady Dudley 
eagerly, did our dear friend leave us. 
without giving you any meſſage for 


my father? 


He did, madam, but Gaia. Gar 


Sir Nicholas ſhould ſoon hear from 


or ſee . again. 


This is very ſtrange, cried Lady 
Jane ſmiling, I hope the good Doc- 
tor has ſtepped 1 into ſome high pre- 
ferment. 


I wiſh it may be ſo, ſaid Henri- 


rietta, there can be none too high 
for his deſerts. 


* 0 : 
| Nay, Jepend on it, cried the ſan- 
guine Eliza, this »wf be the caſe, 
and now I think. of it, I have heard 
him talk much of a great lord, I 
forget his name, yet he has often 
1 men- 
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mentioned him to us—he uſed, if 
you remember, ſiſter, to ſay, as he 
dandled you on his: knee, that he 
would find out an huſband for his 
pretty prattler; many a time ſince 
have I jeſtingly aſked him, why he 
neglected his promiſe ? and till Sir 
Stafford Dudley came in your way, 
he always told me he would fulfil 
it—further, that it was the ſon of a 
noble lord whom he dearly loved. 


I never heard of this before, my 
dear, ſaid Lady Jane—do you not 
upbraid me for ſending Goody 
Wrinkle to rob you of ſo noble a 
lover? 


© Upbraid you, wy kind, my . 
loved aunt, you have made me the' 
happieſt woman in the world, 1 
would. not exchange the huſband | 
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you have given me for the greateſt 
monarch in the univerſe. 
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The queſtion. Lady Jane had 
alked concerning Goody Wrinkle, 
might have alarmed the curioſity 
of Eliza, if it had not been already - 
gratified, for Lady Dudley explain- 
ed that affair, to the great amaze-+ 
ment of her ſiſter, the very day on 
which ſhe came back a | bride to Ivy 
Caſtle. 
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Nothing was now thought or 
ſpoke of but Dr. Bentley's ſudden 
departure; Sir Nicholas agreeing 
in the general opinion, that he muſt” ik 
be unexpectedly lifted into ſome if 
great preferment, and that they i | 
ſhould be ſoon informed of it 100 —_ 
the Doctor himſelf. 1 
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According to their expectations, a 1 
letter was delivered from the good di- ö 
vine 


* 


vine about the fourth day of his ab- 


18 
ſence, which we ſhall here take the h: 
trouble of tranſcribing for the in- le 
On of. our readers. re 
Dr. Bentley to Sir Nicholas Fa air- 
fax humbly preſent h 
I Summer Hill, Auguſt 29th. Aa 
Good Sir, be 
'ANF truly ſenſible of the many 
favours conferred upon me by 
you and yours, and here offer up my b 
molt ſincere acknowledgments for 8 
the ſame ʒ. alſo I deſire your pardon. te 
ft1: abr up tneſs of my departure 3 
on Saturday laſt the 26th. inſtant. 05 
« I ſhould be heartily ſorry to ] 
give even a ſuſpicion of my being 1 
ungrateful to my worthy friends t 
doubtleſs I am at preſent under 
that cenſure, yet I humbly hope to a 


remove it by aſſiſtance of truth, that 
1 
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15, by a- faithful relation of what | 
has happened to me, and why L 
left your houſe with ſo little ce- 


remony. 
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ce Truly I have had bleſſings | 

heaped upon me in my old age by 

a bountiful giver, wao does not. 
beſtow his favours grudgingly. 


eff it. will not be tao great a 
boldneſs, and. God permit, I wilt 
explain to you perſonally the na- 

ture of theſe bleſſings, but before. 
I conclude on my return to your 
manſion,. I. wait. your anſwer, as 
I ſhall not come. alane, and. truly: 
would not on any account be 
thought an intruder. 


ih Pann, goa fir, the ambi- 
guity of my expreſſions, every 
thing, 
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thing, when I have the pleaſure of 
ſeeing you, ſhall be made clear and 
every myſtery revealed. 


* In the mean time, good fi, 
accept my moſt ſincere thanks,— 
| be pleaſed allo to preſent my hum- 


ble duty to the moſt excellent and 
and ever to be eſteemed lady Jane 


Beaufort, again Idefire my moſtfer- 
vent love and bleſſing be given to my 
dear children; truly, goodſir, you muſt 
forgive the free expreſſion, for to 
confeſs by my dear children 1 mean 
your daughters and their worthy 
ſpouſes, laſtly I have the honour to 
ſubſcribe myſelf, which I do with 


all imaginable reſpect, 
Sir, your much obliged, moſt 


Humble, and moſt devoted ſervant, 
ROBERT BENTLEY- 


By 


THE SIBYL, 93 


| By St. Jago, as we ſurmiſed |! 
cried Sir Nicholas having read the 
letter to himſelf, — read it girls, 
your old friend the Doctor is pro- 
vided for at laſt. | 


Lady Dudley gracefully took it 
from the hand of her father, and at 
the requeſt of all preſent read the 


contents aloud. 


When the came to that part 
where he ſays, he has had bleſſings 
heaped upon him by a bountiful 
giver ; Ah! beſt of men, cried ſhe, 
you are the moſt deſerving - of his 
creatures, may the favour of that 
wiſe and juſt benefactor ever fol- 
low my revered Dr. Bentley. 


Whoſe creature do you call the 
Doctor? ſaid Sir Nicholas, what 
1 | wile 


wiſe, what good benefactor are you 
talking about? has the Doctor 
ever mentioned this friend to 
you? 


I underſtand the meaning of my 
neice perfectly. well, replied lady 
Jane, and am quite of her opinion, 
that the Doctor's good fortune is 
the peculiar gift of heaven, that 
God Almighty is the bountiful gi- 
ver he {peaks of, and that the bleſ- 
_ ings he declares himſelf poſſeſſed 
of, are not the diſpenſations of an 
earthly benefactor. 


It may be ſo, it may be ſo, re- 
turned the Baronet, who would 
not now for material reaſons diſſent 

from her ladyſhip on any conſidera- 

+ tion, you know more of theſe 

: matters, 
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tee Ido, faith, I was 

in hopes that our paſtor had edged 
himſelf into a good living, -I wiſk 
it had been ſo with all my heart, 
and as the Doctor is a pious man, 


other bleſſings would have come 
of courſe. n 
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ti Jane -only ſmiled at this 
very ſententious remark; and faid, 
ſhe hoped he intended to give the 
good, man an immediate invitation. 


By all means, by all 5 my 
lady ;—in a day or two, Iwill ite 
to him, and ſay J ſhall be. glad to 
fee him ;—you find he is not to 
come alone—ſome /ittle prepara- 
tions may be needful. 


Pray, Sir, faid Eliza, with . 
accuſtomed vivacity, do not. defer 


Ww . 3 


writing; I hope we are never un- 
prepared for the reception of a few 
gueſts that are not expected: if it 
was /o, what bad managers would 
. your daughters be ?—Beſides, my 
dear Sir, taking his rough hand in 
her delicate ſmooth ones, to tell you 
the truth, I am devoured with cu- 
rigfity ,—I ſhall die, if you do not 
give us an opportunity, of hearing 
what ſtrange things the Doctor has 
to tell us! Would it not be pity, 
think you, my dear papa, to loſe 
me 70w, juſt as you have made me 
bBappy, glancing a ſweet look, from 
eyes ſparkling with love, on her 
adoring Forteſcue. 


Wheedling Buſſey, cried Sir Ni- 
cholas, tapping her cheek with an 
air of good humour, I am not in the 
humour for writing to- day, but aſk 
5 5 your 


* 


fa 


THE SIBYL. 97 


your aunt Beaufort; and if the ſays 
J thall fave you from the death you 
talk about, y the thing is done. 


Does it depend on me, replied 
her ladyſhip ? Why then, I believe, 
brother, we muſt not give Eliza up 
to a fate ſo untimely, nay, unprece- 
dented; for though curigſity is a paſ- 
ſion we are all, in ſome degree, 
ſubje& to, I never heard that its 


conſequences have yet been fatal to 
oy of Us. 
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A charming woman, by Jupiter! 
Why lady Jane]! why fiſter! teach 
women in general to own their 
2 as freely as you do, .and by 

St. Jago it will raiſe their price. 


I do not ol curigſity abſolutely « A 
fault, Sir Nicholas; I call it a con- 
Vor. II. F ſtitu- 
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| Ritual habit, which, if mode. 
rately indulged, may be perfectly 


innocent, and its gratification pro- 


cure us momentary amuſement ; at 


leaſt I am ſo much intereſted in hat 


bind of curioſity, which my niece 


feels, to be made acquainted with 


Doctor Bentley's preſent ſituation, 
that I muſt intreat, if you, Sir, are 


not diſpoſed for writing, that you 
will, at leaſt, give lady Dudley 
leave to tell him, in your name, be 


and his will be welcome at the 
gal. 


Faith, my Lady, I have no ob- 
je&tion—T like this propoſal won- 
derfully. — Go, Henrietta — take 
your pen—do as your aunt bids you. 


Lady Dudley dropped a low curt- | 


ſy, 115 with a ſmile of delight 


flew | 


„ end ffs - tos. 
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flew to execute this pleaſing com- 
miſſion, in her cloſet, whilſt lady 
Jane, Eliza, Sir Stafford, and Mr. 


Forteſcue, went to walk in the park. 


If our readers are inclined for a 
ſpecimen of Henrietta's genius in 


penmanſhip, they may here indulge 


themſelves with peruſing what fol- 
lows. 


Moſt dear and reverend Sir, . 
Y the command of my fa 
ther, I fit down to tell you 


make him; need I add, my 
worthy Doctor Bentley, that every 
other part of this family are look- 
ing forward to your return with im- 
patience? Do not then I beſeech 
you, fir, delay to gratify our ardent 
wiſhes, —whatever friends you are 
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Lapy Duprxx to Dr. BENTLEY, 


how very happy your preſence will 


F 2 5 pleaſed 
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pleaſed to bring with you, will 
find as cordial a ne as your 
felf. | 


4 
*» 
: 


«© Indeed, my dear ſir, | your 
ſudden departure alarmed us, but 
ir we Have great joy in hearing it 


; J 


was no diſagreeable neceſſity that | 


deprived us of your company.” 


We long exceedingly to be 
favoured with the performance of 
your kind promiſe; we try to gueſs 
the nature of thoſe bleſſings which 
are deſervedly poured upon our 
worthy friend, and we all agree 


in this one opinion, that your be- 


nefactor is the ſame good being 
who is the common patron of 
mn. Wh | 


be It 
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It is impoſſible to tell you how 
qratefullys. your children return 


their warm and moſt dutiful reſ- 
pects to their ever revered ſecond 


father, nor can I well deliver the: 


many. good wiſhes ſent him by my 
other father, and lady ous Beau-. 


fort." :* 


=" Come ſoon, my deareſt Gr, 


be a witneſs: yourſelf bow: much: 
you are beloved and eſteemed by 


us all, particularly your happy and 
much honoured daughter, 


1 HENRIETTA DuDzEY.” 


Notwithanding Sir Nicholas ap- 
peared to be well pleaſed with his 


vc way of life ſo different from: 


that gloomy one he had hitherto in- 


dulged, yet in fact he was by no. 


means delighted with the change, 


1 and 
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and ſometimes, when out ot; hear- 
ing, he would venture to whiſper 
a gentle ' curſe at the ſervice of 
lady Jane, who, by her preſence 
and the method the had taken, had 
turned his family zopfy rurvy; be- 
ſides, being of a moſt narrow and 
covetous diſpoſition, the thoughts 
of Dr. Bentley's return and bring- 
ing company with him added no- 
thing to his little ſtock of eaſe ; but 
alas! poor man} what could he 
do? how help himſelf? Lady 
Jane muſt not be diſobliged, —ſub- 
miſſion was now his choſen fate. 


When his mind was moſt op- 
preſſed with theſe weighty croſſes, 
his good genius in the form of a 
footman arrived at Ivy-calſtle, de- 
hvering a packet which magically 
relieved his conſcience from one 

conſiderable 


a 


* 


conſiderable burden; having per- 
formed ſuch wonders we intend to 
give it a place in our hiſtory, ' 


Dr. BENTLEY to Lady DuDLEy. 


«FT Take the liberty, my dear lady, 


1 humbly to addreſs your lady- 
ſhip, my good patron lady Jane, 
and my other friends with /xcere 
and hearty thanks for your and 
their kind invitation, and /:hewr/e 
to ſay how much it grieves me 
that I cannot poſſibly accept. it at 
this ſeaſon.” - 


«© I am prevented, my worthy 
lady, from doing myſelf and thoſe 
friends I am now with the honour 
of a viſit to you, by the indiſpoſition 
of a lovely boy, whom I have the 
happineſs to call my grand- 


ſon; the poor child was quite 


FP: 4 = well, 
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well, and playing about the room, 
when I wrote laſt fignifying my 
intentions of coming to Ivy-caſtle, 
but alack-a- day, the little fellou 
is now fo very ill of the meaſles, 
that I cannat leave his parents, on 


any conſideration, till I fee him 


- cacavered.” - 7 = 


bo Mehinks, moſt Santi lat 


whilſt I fay I have a grandſon, I 
perceive your ſurprize, becauſe 
, truly you nor any of your good fa- 
mily, ever heard that I had a 
child by my dear departed ſpuſe; 

however, that your curiofity may 
not ſuffer from ſuſpenſe, if your 
ladyſhip and my other worthy 


friends will condeſcend to be en- 


tertained with the ſcribblings. of 
an od man, I ſhall humbly under- 
take to give you and them the fol- 
| lowing 


THE SIBYL. „ 
towing relation, which truly till "I 
now I have never been at liberty to 
do. 


* Scotland was the place of my 
nativity, where, under God and an 
excellent fatber now defunct, I 
made a decent figure in life, and. 
like, other young men, fond of. 
ſettling, I took unto me a wife 
from a family whoſe higheſt o- 
nours were their virtues, Whoſe: 
greateſt riches were content. : 


— 


cc Heaven bleed us with one 
daughter, the darling of our fond 
1 the <orpfort. of our exiſ· 


„ Never” was there a young 
creature better inclined, or more 
towardly diſpoſed. than our Har- 

. Fg: riot 
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riot; truly ſhe was the delight of 


all who beheld her, for notwith- 


ſtanding, forgive an old man's va- 


nity, notwithſtanding, I ſay, ſhe 


was my own child, yet I muſt in 


truth confeſs my bluſhing roſe-bud, 


as I always called her, might have 


© ſtood out for beauty with the faireſt | 


damſel i in Edinburgh. 25 


1 11 


0 What little knning Iam maſ- 


ter of drew on me the attention of 


a certain Earl, whoſe only ſon was, 


about the ſame age as my Harriot, 
I cannot pofitively ſay but there 
may be a few months difference, 
however I humbly conceive, my. 


dear lady, this is not a Very ma- 
terial qircubaſtance.” 
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a The Earl condelbendel” to 
wit | on me in 8 Propoſed 


Fg 


my 
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my kia tutor to the young lord, 


| and I cloſed with the truſt without | 


heſitation, becauſe, excepting the 


contributions ariſing from the epiſ- 
copal church which were pretty 


conſiderable, I had little elſe to de- 


- LL 
pend on.“ BY 


"6 The Earl had been, FAS am 
to ſay it, for my ſoul ſhudders at 
detraction, yet truly it is neceſſary 


I ſhould declare to your ladyſhip 


he had been a very bad man, and 
was ſtill 799 much inclined to un- 
warrantable gratifications, to bear 


in his ſight, a ſon whoſe · good 


qualities threatened a continual fe- 


proach to his ba#: ones. I verily 
believe for this very reaſon he ſet 


him at a diſtance hen I men- 
tioned removing my family into 


F 6 T3 90 155 his 
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his lordſhip's neighbourhood: for ar 
the convenience of attending my 
noble charge, I was anſwered, by 
no means, Lord Eadon ſhould come 
and live with me till arrived at 
that age when it would be proper 
for him to travel, and the terms of 


his board, &c. were nn to wy 
ſatisfaction.“ | 
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6 Soon after lord Eadon became 
an inmate of my houſe, I had the 
ſorrowful afllition to loſe the beſt. 


of wives.” | 


„ Harriot was then fifteen, and 
ttruly, notwithſtanding her youth, 
| fo well initiated jn domeſtic affairs 
| that I gave her. the entire manage- 
ment of my little family, which 
| - eonliſted of my pupil, my father, 
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and three ſervants, beſides one 
who waited on his lordſhip. 


« Four years we paſſed together | 


in the greateſt harmeny, and F 
never perceived, what, at that 
time, would have made me uneaſy, 
viz, that lord Eadon was attached' 
to my Harriot, or that his lordſhip 
had made any impreſſion on her 
heart, though I loved him almoſt. 
as tenderly as if he had been my 
own ſon,. honour would have for- 
bad me lifting my ambitious eyes 
up to his alliance, and honour would 
have forbad me from encouraging 


a paſſion in the breaſt of my 


daughter which ſhe muſt never 


hope to gratify but at the e 
of S. 


« However 


1 
1 
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However I was ſaved from any 
reflections of this nature, for though 
they have ſince that time mani 2feſted 
their love for each other, I proteſt 
to heaven! whoſe unworthy vice- 
gerent I am, that I never ſuſpected 
their entertaining any, ſuch ſen- 


timents 'till my mediation or autho- | 
rity would have been 00 late. 


« Lord Eadon * was uſt ehitered | 
into his twentieth year, when I | 
received a meſſage from his father 
to ſet ont with him immediately for 
the grand tour, having before con- 
ſented to attend him on that oc- 
caſion. | | 


After a previous parting with 
the earl, who had not ſeen his de- 
ſerving ſon more than ſix times in 
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the five years he was witk me, 1 
ſay, after taking leave of his lord. 
ſhip, we began to prepare every 
ung in es for e our Jae 


«& As 15 was to be fo oug abſent 
from my dear father and child, I 
embraced them with the moſt pain- 
ful regret, when we ſat: out for 
England, which was to be the firſt 
place of our deſtination, the four- 


tecnth of July INT: 
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2 We ftayed about ive: N 
in this fruitful Aingdom, during 
which time we examined every 
thing worth obſervation in the 


grand metropolis, that wonderful 
e 5 en 


25 


0 1 has W ten care to in- 7 ol 
form my young pupil i in the con- 1 
ſtitution 140 
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ſtitution of eur government, and 
now found with pleaſure his chief 


amuſement was to attend the /enate- 


bouſes,. to one of which I ſtedfaſtly 
believe heaven has deſigned him a 
moſt 1 ornament. 5 


o Notwithſuading he at di- 


verſity of objects we had to em- 


ploy our attention in this kingdom, 


Lord Eadon would often expreſs 


a ſtrong impatience to ſet out for 


France, and at laſt prevailed on 
me to fix the very ws of our de- 


parture. 


* Truly I did not then, God 
knows my heart, gueſs at his 
motive for this impatience, for not- 


withſtanding all I could ſay, he would 


needs go himſelf, and give earneſt 


for 
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for our paſſage from Dover to Calais; 

the dayof our departure, he made an 

apology for ſetting out before, and 

ordering one of his ſervants to attend 

me, mounted, followed by the other, 
ſaying he had a friend to. ſhake by 

the hand before he left England, 

and that he would meet me at a 

certain inn on the road,. which he 

mentioned. 


i Hows I ſaw nothing. of 
my pupil till I came to Dover,, 
from whence we embarked. | to- 
gether. 


No ſooner had our little veſel 
left the ſhore, than to. my utter 
aſtoniſhment and confuſion, Lord 
Eadon threw himſelf at my feet, 
and reſiſting all my endeayours to 
| raile 
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raiſe him, addreſſed me in the fol- 
lowing. words; my deareſt Doctor 
Bentley, ſaid he, you ſee before you a | 
young man ab/olutely in your power, 
who entirely depends on your 
ſentence to pronounce him happy, 
or the reverſe, the moſt amiable 
woman in the world has beſtowed 
herſelf upon me, — I am married,— 
hold one moment, (ſeeing I was 
|  _ about to expreſs my amazement,) 
A I befeech you, my dear ſir, do not 
condemn me before you hear my 
defence, it is true I am married, — 
married too without the conſent of 
my father, without your conſent, 
= or even the knowledge of that 
( worthy man, whom my dear wife 
| calls Her parent, her protector, — 
yet hear but my reaſons, and [ 
hope you will not think me unen- 
j _ titled to forgiveneſs. 
1 | | N „1 


SI 2 CN 
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« held my peace,. I could not 


ſpeak,—I put forth my hand to 
raiſe him, he. would not riſe, he 
continued proſtrate before me. 


I knew, and dreaded, ſaid he, 
the hazard of truſting the ſecret of 


my love with my own father, leſt 
as I had reaſon to ſuſpe& he 
ſhould from motives, which the 
misjudging world calls prudent, at 
once exclude me from all my views 
of happineſs,—it was fear Foo, 
though of a different kind, which 
prevented me applying to the lady's 
father, becauſe I knew his. prin- 
ciples of honour 700 well even to 
flatter myſelf he would accept me 
for a ſon, without the ear/'s im- 
mediate approbation ; loving as I 
love, O Sir! what could I do to 


ſecure 
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ſecure the treaſure without; which, ! 
muſt have ſtill been poor in the midſt 
of affluence, and poſſeſſed of which po- 


verty would have pothing horrid in 
its appearance, only as it affected the 
woman on whom my ſoul doats, 


conſider my revered director, con- 
- fider my ſituation, —did I do wrong: 


very wrong, when under the ſanc- 
tion of the Lady's /econd parent, 


the parent of her father, I gave 


myſelf a lauful title to her love? 


« Juſt as he had pronounced 
theſe words, my Harriot, from a 
concealed place in my cabin, ruſhed 
into my preſence, and eloquent in 
filence, threw herſelf proſtrate by 
the fide of her imploring Lord. 


Ah! 
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Ah! Lady Dudley! what could 
Ido? how could I act? ſurely, my 
beloved Henrietta, allow me to 
call you by that dear familiar name, 

ſurely you will not condemn me, 
when I ſay that Z7ruly I could not 
reſiſt the tenderneſs of my heart,— 
the ſtep was taken, and could not 
be recalled, -I indulged my af- 
fectionate tranſports, I ſtrained my 
children'to my boſom, I made them 
happy in my blefling, which was 
all 1 had to give, and all they had 
to aſk. 


« As ſoon. as 1 could recover 
myſelf enough, to enter into con- 
verſation, that 7s, into a /ertled 
diſcourſe, for truly, our firſt ex- 
preſſions were very unſettled and 
incoherent, I defired my children 

would 
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would tell me how it was 81 
had conducted their amour ſo pri- 
vately that I never ſuſpected they 
were more than indifferent to each 
e e 


. By cnet irh them on 
this ſubject, 1 found out that my 
dear father had been all along their 
confidant, and, through a tender 
zeal for the happineſs of his Har- 
riot, would not have me made ac- 
quainted with their ve, leſt ny 
ſcruples, warring againſt hig inten- 
tions, ſhould diſappoint her of a 
noble and kind huſband, ich, 
peradventure, would have been the 
caſe, had I known the nature of 
their connection.“ 


When 
' T4. & 
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When we were ordered abroad, 
the thoughts of parting appeared 
ſo terrible to- both, that my father, 
at the earneſt intreaties of Lord 
Eadon, conſoled and blefſed them 

with the marriage benediction;.— 
he alſo contrived that my daughter 
ſhould come privately to London a 
few days'before our departure, and 
that, unknown to me, ſhe ſhould 
embark in the fame veſſel with us; 
truly his lordſhip, my now dear ſon, 
made no difficulty in confeſſing 
that he had inpeſed on me by ſay- 
ing, he ſat out for Dover before me 
to ſhake a jriend by the hand, 
whereas, haying ſent away his ſer- 
vant, he proceeded immediately to 
the lodgings in which he had de- 
poſited my daughter, conducted her 
in a chaiſe to the water-fide, and, 
placing ; 
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placing her in the veſlel, returned 
to meet me at the i inn. | 


5 1 locked back on all that bad 


happened with amazement, fancy- 


ing J could trace the finger of pro- 


vidence through the whole affair, 
and I reſolved to write to the earl 
of every tranſaction, as ſoon as we 


arrived in France, and thus did 1 


argue with myſelf: Truly he will 
not be ſo cruel to diſcard a worthy | 
and only ſon from his houſe, be- 


cauſe he has been guilty of this 


one offence, more eſpecially when 
I lay before his lordſhip the affect- 


ing incidents which have ſo often 
made my eyes run over; ſurely his 


| humanity muſt be touched, he can- 
not avoid making my dear. children 


Happy: 


« Alas! 
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ce Alas! how woefully did I find 
myſelf miſtaken ! ic would have 
made you weep, my dear gentle 
lady, had you ſeen the cruel anſwer 
to a letter I wrote, wherein I, in 
the ſacred characters of truth, de- 
lineated every particular, as I have 
now tranſmitted them to your lady- 
ſhip, one thing excepted — truly, 1 
muſt confeſs the ſanction my dear 
father had given to h:s ſon's paſſion 
for my daughter, I did cover in 
filence ; but, oh! notwithſtanding 
he knew nothing more of the god 
man, than that he was my parent, 
that was enough to draw on him 
the whole force of unextinguiſhable 
reſentment, which followed him 
with ſuch revengeful indignation, 
that his zoble and cruel enemy, 
having great power in Scotland, 
Vol. II. 8 obliged 


— 
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obliged him to fly the kingdom, 


and take refuge in a remote part of 
England. 


« ] happened to be at Venice 
when I firſt underſtood this neu 
misfortune, which was conveyed 


to me in a letter from the Earl; 1 


here tranſcribe it, that your ach- 


ip. may the better e of y 


| Atuation, 


The Earl of 
FT ER the diſgrace thou 
_ haſt brought upon my fa- 


mily, death would be too gentle: 
puniſhment for thy crimes, there- 


fore I ſhall think of other method 


to torment thee ;—thy grey-headed 


father 


— to Dr. Bentley. 


J 
| 
t 
a 
C 


the kingdom, forlorn and deſtitute; 


deſigning, infinuating willam. 


Hear then, the only terms on 


which I will fo far forgive my ſon, 
as to make him an allowance, to 


prevent him from ſtarving: hear, 
I ſay, and ſubmit to them, if thou 


canſt; in the firſt place, he ſhall 
never more return to any of the 
three kingdoms, at leaſt, till I am 
hid in my grave, for his a e 
connections; neither ſhall he ſettle 


the reſt of the globe he may _ 
at pleaſure. 


G2 
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father I have already driven from 


— — - _ 
— — 
— — 
P —ĩꝗ 


to which, or a worſe condition, I 
am determined to reduce hee, thou 


— — 
— — — — g 
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in, or ever go to, France, becauſe 
that is a place I often viſit myſelf, 


« Secondly 
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* Secondly, I require, that thou, 
this ſeducer, baniſh thyſelf 'from 
his ſight, and the fight of thy vile 
daughter : curſes light upon you 
both ! baniſh thyſelf, I fay, from 
their preſence, till death ſhall rid 
thee of wm reproaches. ER 


. Thirdly, on thy life, dare ts 


divulge u ſhame; keep thy baſe 
proceedings a ſecret from the 


world; ſay not Thou art allied to 
me: on theſe conditions, and on 
theſe only, I conſent to allow the 
wretch, J once called my ſon, a 
thouſand pounds annually. I will 
not rob him of his wife, becauſe I 


truſt, before one year is elapſed, 


Jhe will be his ſupreme curſe. 


« That 


pups — — aa 
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* That moment the leaſt of theſe 
articles is forfeited by you or them, 
I not only withdraw my bounty, 
but, depend on it, though y ſon - 
calls #hee- father, that ſhall not 
ſcreen thee from my vengeance, III 
harlyoutogether in deſtruction, per- 
dition ſeize me if I do not, &c. &c. 


Hard as theſe conditions were, 
yet the good of my children obliged 
me to ſubmit, for, had we not 
cloſed with them, they muſt have 
been reduced to extreme penury. 


ce With the moſt heart-breaking 
emotions that ever man felt,. I,ce- 
turned to England, where I found 
my father on his laſt bed, and ar- 
rived only in time to have the me- 
lancholy taſk of cloſing his dear 
eyes! 


8 3 Truly, 
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FTruly, lady Dudley, the dare 
reflection on theſe. days recalls to 
my mind the ſorrows with which 
* were attended. 


0 Fifteen. years did the ear live 
after baniſhing me from the -pre- 
ſence of my children, and, inſtead 
of relenting, grew every day are 
and more hardened to our af 
flictions ; the laſt fourteen of my 
life I paſſed under the protection of 
Sir Nicholas, to whom I was re- 


commended by your ladyſhip's mo- 


ther, of revered memory. 


*'T his good lady heard 1 was un- 


fortunate, and that was a ſufficient 
title to ber Neem. 


% At Ivy Caſtle 1 continued 


| happy, as one in my ſituation could 


be 


* 


bt 


2 we oe wy ans 


1 
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be ſaid to be, never daring to reveal 
my misfortunes, or the occaſion of 
them. 


. Truly this filence coſt meno lit- 
tle pain, eſpecially as lady Fairfax, 
with peculiar ſweetneſs, of which 
ſweetneſs, you, my dear child, are 
an exact copy, would often, at the 
beginning of our acquaintance, 
preſs to be informed 40by I was. fo 
melancholy; and why I had left my 
native Aingdam, to come and ſettle 
with a frange people. 2h : 


« I fay, when her /ady/bip has made 
_ theſe and ſuch- like inquiries, I have 
more than. ever regretted the fatal 
filence to which. I was confined. 


« My Harriot preſented her 
lord with a lovely boy, fourteen 
G * months 


months after their marriage, and 
has fince added fix ſons and three 


daughters, all of whom, I blek 


God, are alive and well at 76s in- 
ſtant, except the little fellow 
whoſe indiſpoſition has been al- 
ready mentioned, and I humbly 
conceive your ladyſhip has not for- 


got, that it is on his account I do 


not now ſojourn with my dear 
mm at the Prat 


. © Whilſt my yon and 3 con- 
tinued abroad, I heard from them 
every opportunity, and, though 1 
uſed often to enquire after the Earl, 


I had not heard of his death, when 


a meſſenger, in the abſence of my 
good friends, came to me with the 
Joyful tidings of my children's ar- 
rival in England, and that they 

N. Were 


OO — „ — — 9 p22 


— 0d; 


a ©. ot ky ew 4 


THE SIBYL. 129 


were at a fear which the late Earl 


had purchaſed, about twenty miles 
from your habitation, where I then 


was: the name of this houſe, my 


dear lady, is Summer-Hill, to 


which I poſted with all imagina- 
ble ſpeed. 


Truly, I was fo much agitated 
with ſurprize and gladneſs, that, 


attempting to leave a line for Sir 


Nicholas, apologizing for my a- 
brupt departure, my fingers refuſed: 
their office, and I was conſtrained: 
to hurry away with- the appearance- 


of ingratitude to my patron. 


« And now, .my ever dear lady, 
can I deſcribe this meeting with: 


my children? zruly I cannot, nei- 

ther can I tell you my preſent 

happineſs, I find it impaſſible; 
os; - - ew 
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know nothin g of flowery expreſſions, 
in my plain. ſtile it would loſe 


many of its beauties, yet. I feel it 
exquilttely... 


1 


| « At firs 1 thought.o of ſoliciting 
your good companies, to come and 
witneſs my felicity; again I feared 


that would be oo, great a freedom, 


ſo reſolved to come 70 you, and alſo 
to bring my zreaſures with me; 
but yon ſee that deſign providence 
has: thought. fit to obſtruct, at leaſt, 
for the preſent. ſeaſon, 


06 My eldeſt grandſon, now Lord 
| Eadon, is a fine youth, —I once 
hoped, my. dear Henrietta, that 
there was a poſſibility of your 
being united to him,—theſe hopes 
ate now over, and the -worthy 
huſband who plays your heart, 
* | | delervcs 


FP He w wiz 
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deſerves his portion of Feen 

long, long, may God Almighty ſpare: 
you to be the joy, the bleſſing of, 
each other, and may my dear Mr. 
Forteſcue, and his charming Eliza, 


be equally the e of diuine 
e 
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" Truly, my ever HEY, lady 
Dudley, by this time I know you 
muſt be tired of an old man's tale, 
which, though pleaſing to relate, 
may neverthareds be tedious to the: 


clade! with all oth eſpe to. 
your good father, huſband, aunt, 
ter, brother, and ſelf, my deareſt. 
Lady, your moſt ſincere and af- 
fectionate friend, and moſt obe- 
dient, devoted, humble ſervant, 


5 
ROBERT BENTLEY.” 


G 6 This 


- + 1 
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This letter from the good Doty, 
inſpired a general joy through'the 
caſtle, nor was that part which 
fell to the ſhare of Sir Nicholas by 
any means the leaſt, nothing we 
may venture to ſay could be more 
exquiſite than the pleaſure he ex- 
perienced on this occaſion, not 
ſo much becauſe Dr. Bentley was 
happy, as becauſe his viſit with all 
his noble relations was poſtponed 
to another ſeaſon, which ſedſon he 
heartily ejaculated, may be ſtill 
farther poſtponed' till doomſday, pru- 
dently conüdering ſuch great peo- 
ple, an equipage, and retinue, could 
not be maintained at a ſmall ex- 

ENCE, which made him again 


plume himſelf on his  providentinl 
and narrow eſcape. ar 


1 0 


Every 
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Every erber perſon's ſatisfaction 
proceeded from a more benevo- 
lent ſource, that of ſympathetic 
friendſhip, which made them reliſh 
the Doctor's happy turn of fortune 
with as much true delight as if it 


had immediately ere to them 
e, Seo 


 Nothitig w was engt m oth 
talked of but the ſtrange viciſſitudes 
in Dr. Bentley's life; and the pow- 
erful decrees of eee | 


Lady Jani, who ſaw ſhe ſhould 
not be ſingular in her wiſhes, diſ- 
covered a vaſt inclination to look 
in upon the happy family at Sum- 
mer-hill, and let us, ſaid her Jady- 
ſhip, ſend word that we intend 
dining wn them next Friday, the 

child. 
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l child, no doubt, will be then quite 
recovered, and poſſibly we may 
bring back the Doctor and. his fa- 
mily with us. 


4 7 14 
* ; * * 
4 


1 when hep ladyſbis lad 
this, Sir N icholas was not preſent, or 
it is more than probable her propoſal 

- would have forced him to breax 
the painful meaſures. of ſubmiſſion 
he had impoſed on himſel If, how- 
ever the. baronet being abſent, it 

| was embraced with, pleaſure, and 
Henrietta fitting down at her det, 
produced-in-an inſtant the owing, 
. polite _ laconic card. 


0 A R D. 


The family at Ivy Caſtle im- 
< patient to pay their reſpects to 
«. the earl and counteſs of pro- 

4 poſes, 
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« mer-Hul the loth inſtant. 11 5 


My dear, Gaid Lady Jane, ſmilin g | 


as ſhe examined this little 4:ller, 


forgive me. if I tell you the purport 


ſuch a note as this is only in- 
ed as a verbal meſſage, ſup= 


poſed to be delivered from the 


mouth of a ſervant, therefore though 


you have a ſweet ſtile of your own, 
and the thought of kiſſing the 


earl and countęſi's hands is prettily 
imagined,. yet I believe it may not 
be improper to ſubſtitute ſome 
other expreſſion in its. room, and 
if you'll give me leave, I will ſhew 


you the common mode of writing 


= 


on 7heſe. occaſions. 


Inſtead . 


1 
111 
, 
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Inſtead of being mortified, Lady 
| Hudtey was charmed with kit 
aunt's admonitions, who took the 
pen, and wrote thus; 


Gn N B. 


on The family at Toy Caſtle, pre- 
r ſent their reſpectful compliments 
* to the earl and counteſs of ——, 
„% with whom they intend them- 
« ſelves the honout of dining next 
wy F riday, if they are diſengaged. n 


This mandate being immedi- 
diately diſpatched, and an anſwer 
returned, ſuch as they could wiſh, 
every hour was impatiently counted, 

particularly by Lady Dudley, that 
was to bring forward the happy 
day, in which ſhe ſhould again ſee 
her dear Dr. Bentley. 
| Sir 
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sir Nicholas being made ac- 
minted with their intended excur- 
ſion, was alſo preſſed to be of the 
party, yet though he knew nothing 
of Lady Jane's ſcheme to bring him 
back a houſe full of v#tors, he could 
hardly refrain his diſpleaſure, fear- 
ing, perhaps, what the conſequence 
might be, and he refuſed to go ra- 
ther with more of his accuſtomed 
ſurlineſs, than for ſome time paſt 
he nnn 
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Lady Jane did not, or at leaſt 
would not perceive his chagrin, and 
only replied, ſhe was forry they 
could not be favoured with his com- 
pany ; but brother, added her Jady- 
ſhip, you muſt not deny me another 
requeſt I am going. to make. 


Muſt 
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Muſt not, muttered: he, by St. 
Jago, my lady, if I let you go on at 


this rate, you will beeome quite ar- 
bitrary ; this he pronounced ſome- 
11 — betw-ixt Jo one earneſt. 


_ Nay, Sir Nicholas, 1 eonfeſi I 


| hve. a great favour to aſk, ſuppoſe 
it ſhould be that you would make 


me a m handſome an 


: 


Why, E De? tell _ vlainly, 
fiſter, you would aſk the wrong 


perſon: zounds ! have not I got a 
family to provide for? [preſents 
from me! a good jeſt fait!!! 


Patience, brother! it is that ve- 
ry family I want to take off your 


hands, you cannot make me a more 


valuable preſent ; will you permit 


me 


* — — My 
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me to carry them, at leaſt for a few 
months, to Beaufort Park ? I have 


no other requeſt to make; no other 
preſent to alk. | 


I cry you mercy, fiſter } faid the 
now pleaſed baronet, you need not 
have explained your meaning, by 
St. Jago, I only pretendedignorance 
to help on the LIN: 


But will you A me, Sir? 


Oblige you, my lady, ay, | ay, 
you may take them with you to- 
morrow, if you pleaſe. 


Not quite ſo ſoon as tomorrow, 
Sir Nicholas ; ſometime early in the 


next week, it is my full intention 
10 remove. N 
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Why ſurely. my lady, I have not 
offended—1 hope not, ſiſter—yoy 
look a little grave, methinks—if 
I did ſay to-morrow, it proceeded 
from the'fulneſs of my heart, from 
my ready inclination to comply 
with your requeſt—I meant no- 
thing more —I ſhould be glad of 
your company longer, but I know 
It muſt be diſmal for you in this 
gloomy place; faith I begin to 
grow half tired of it myſelf. 


Since you ſay ſo, will you go with 
us, Sir Nicholas, to Beaufort Park. 


I am obliged to you, fiſter, but 
no, I think not, I am ſomehow 
uſed to this air, it agrees wonder- 
fully with my conſtitution ;- beſides, 
I ſhall live quite another. life 2 


W. 
in 
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] have provided for my daughters, 
walk, ride, ſee company, quite a 
new life, my lady, and perhaps 
may drop in upon your ladyſhip 
now and then i in 50 rambles. pn 


All this he ſaid, though c 8 
was at that time farther from his 
intentions, than either a change of 
life or manners. | 


Lady 9 | having obtained a 
paſſport from Sir Nicholas, gave 
immediate notice to Sir. Stafford 
and Lady Dudley, Mr. and Mrs. 
Forteſcue that they muſt all pre- 
pare for an expedition to Beaufort- 
park the following Monday: Betty, 
too, had orders to get every thing 


| ready, and herſelf * on the ſame 
19 occaſion. 1 


Hay- 
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Having mentioned the name of 
this faithful ſervant, we muſt not 
omit to inform our readers, that 
the wery day in which her ladies 
received the vows of their lovers at 
the altar, that. very day Betty re- 
ceived preſents from the hands of 
thoſe lovers, ſo conſiderable as would 
have enabled her to, live genteelly, 
independent, but the affectionate 
creature, rather than part from 
her beloved miſtreſſes, choſe' a life 
of ſervitude: indeed it was ſo much 
their mutual ſtudy to render it eaſy 
and agreeable, that we think it 
hardly deſerves the appellation— 
both ladies on their marriage hired 
a particular ſervant to themſelves, 
and as long as they reſided in the 
ſame houſe. Betty belonged equally 
to eee * ſettled in dif- 

ferent 
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 fererit families, ſometimes ſhe was 
with one, and ſometimes with the 
other, and often with lady Jane 


Beaufort, who delighted in ſhew- 
ing, on all occafions how much ſhe 
was the rewarder of humble merit. 


That important Friday, which 
was to introduce two of the moſt 
amiable families in the world to 
each other, at length arrived. _ - 


Henrietta early Galuted the day 
with her brighter preſence, that 
is, ſhe left her pillow before ſeven 
to propewy for mer little jour- 
ey. 


Juſt as the operations of the 
toilet were performed, Betty came 
from lady Jane with a meſſage that 


her ladyſhip had dept Wy ill, and 


was 5 


was ſo much indiſpoſed as made it 
impoſlible for her to attend mw 
to * e 


Lady Dudley ſtayed to hear 
no more, but flew to her aunt's 
| chamber, and found her 1 in a ag 
__ 


| Notwithſtanding all lady Jane's 
perſuaſions to the contrary, nothing 
could prevail on the young people 
to go without her, and inſtantly 
another meſſenger was diſpatched | 
with an apology to ee paged 


Diſtracted 25 8 for he pre- 
cious life of their aunt, the ladies 
prevailed on her to call in Dr. Bo- 
mer; and their conſternation is 
hardly to be deſcribed, when that 
gentleman declared, her ladyſhip's 


fever 
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THE SIBYL. + r45 
fever had ran in a few hours with 
more rapidity and to 'a greater 
height than he had ever ſeen in any 
patient before. 


Sir Nicholas was the only per- 


| fon in the whole family, who 


felt no real concern. on this me- 
lancholy turn of affairs, 


Sir Stafford and Mr, Forteſcue 
loved lady Jane as if ſhe had been 
their mother, it is impoſſible to ſay 
how much they were diſtreſſed. — 
what tender anxiety they felt,— 
whilſt their dearer /e/ves, lady Dud- 


| ley and Eliza, were almoſ inconſo- 
A 


However, this dark threatening 
cloud, the appearance of which 


was ſo exceedingly terrifying, be- 


Vol. II. H gan 
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ed on their former ſcheme being 
carried into execution, but added 


a very ſenſible pleaſure in not be- 


j 


gan to diflipate: as it had gathered, 
and the third day after her lady. 


ſhip s ſeizure, to the joy of all her 
anxious friends, ſhe was well 


enough recovered to leave her 


chamber, and . at the end of the 
week no trace of her diſorder re- 


mained. 


It was now that dy 1225 11 


her ladyſhip, though I ſhall loſe 


ing of your party, yet you muſt go 
to Summer- hill without me, — ! 
have been ill ſo lately, that the 
journey may be too much for me, 
beſides I am reſolved in a few days 
to take you to Beaufort park, and 


ill then hall be very careful 
of 


- + Y 1 
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$f myſelf, leſt another unlucky 


ſicknefs may euere us. 


Lady Dolly Se PIR a mo- 


ment divided between her regret to 


leave lady Jane, and her inclina- 
tions to ſee Doctor Bentley. | 


wa my FE W ktette ſaid 
Sir Stafford, her ladyſhip's propoſal 
is ſo much calculated to give you 
pleaſure, that I think We muft not 
oppoſe it; I know what a rival I 
have in your heart, to ſhew you 
then I can be diſintereſted, I en- 
treat, nay zn/i/t, on your going to 
viſit him, before we leave this 
country; HEL TY 


If you command me, Sir, replied 
lady Dudley, I have not forgot the 
promiſe I fo lately made, — obedi- 

. ene 


7 


* 
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ence is my duty, — and though I 
ſhall fee] great pain to leave my 
aunt a whole day, yet— 


AZtop, ſtop, fiſter! cried the live- 
1y Eliza interrupting her, — not a- 
nother ſyllable I charge you, — 
dear Forteſcue, let us be gone, 
ſaid ſhe, laughing and getting hold 
of his arm, I would not have you 
liſten to any more ſuch naughty 
wares for the univerſe. 


F rom what naughty words, my 
deareſt life, are you dragging me? 


Thank heaven! then you did not 
hear them, — or perhaps, to my 
coſt, they might have been re- 
membered;—OQO 1 the harſh ſound- 
ing words, —:7/i/t, command, obedi- 
ENCE, duty, take care, take care, 

Henrietta 
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Henrietta, or you will abſolutely 
ſpoil Sir Stafford. 


What ! afraid, my dear, how 
far the prevalence of example may 
go? to confels the truth, I find al- 
ready it begins to operate, and 
now, madam, I command you,— 
yes, I command you, to tell me 
in what the grateful Forteſcue can 
add to the happineſs of his Eliza & 


A converſation between four 
people poſfeſſed of the moſt lively 
affection for each other, however 
entertaining to themſelves, may 
to ſome of our readers appear 
mighty inſipid; therefore we draw © 


2 curtain before the concluſion of Ds 


a ſcene, only intereſting to the — 
Cipal performers. 


H 3 Another 
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Another appointment was now 
made, and Fortune more propiti- 
-ous than ſhe had hitherto ſhewn 
herſelf, ſent no croſs accident to 
retard their wiſhes. 


— was a more Joy-inſpiring 
morning, than that in which Sir 
Stafford Dudley and his Henrietta, 
Forteſcue and his Eliza, ſat out 
for Summer-Hill. 5 


Foyous tranfports ſparkled in · the 
eyes of Eliza; tender ſenſibility 
ſhone in thoſe of Henrietta; whilſt 
manly grace, blended with ineffable 
delight, overſpread the countenance 
of each s huſband. 


Their little journey, unlike thoſ: 
dravging, tedious excurſions, of 
which | we often hear complaints, 

where 
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where the parties are diſaffected to 

one another, was rendered truly de- 
lightful, by a ſprightly, animated 
converſation, ſupported on the part 

of the Jadies, particularly Mrs. For- 
teſcue, with the moſt ſpirited ele- 

gance, and greatly dignified by the 

fine nan of tbeir conduck- 

ors, l 


| Surnmer-Hill is one of the moſt 
beautiful ſpots in Europe, ſportive 
nature having ſcattered from her li- 
beral hand, thick woods, clear ri- 
vers, and extenſive proſpects.— Art, 
8 following the footſteps of nature, 
ö had been buſy, with a thouſand 
fingers, to give her works the laſt 
| poliſh :—the woods ſhe beautifully 
ornamented with a variety of ſmall, _ 
elegant buildings, and plantzd them 
p H 4 : with 
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with ſuch kinds of ſhrubs, as if, after 
having done a good action, ſhe 
| would have diſclaimed the merit of 
doing it: they ſeemed to ſay, theſe 
are our native beds; nature berg 
commanded us to conceal our ſiueet- 
eſs.—The rivers fbe had ſpread 
round with verdant Carpets, and 
thrown them into a thouſand vari- 
ous attitudes the diſtant proſpect 
fhe had enriched with magnificent 
feats and regular plantations in 
hort, there cannot be conceived a 


more charming ſi tuation, or a more 
noble edifice, than Summer-Hill. 


Our little company, ful of on- 


Aer and delight, arrived at this earth- 


ly paradiſe, rather earlier than the 
polite viſiting-hour in the faſhion= 
able world, but did not find. the fa- 
mily unprepared for their reception. 

Annſtead 
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— Inſtead of waiting in a ſolitary; 
apartment, (not being ſo ſoon ex- 
ed ) perhaps: an hour, before the 
lady of the: 20e comes out from: 
her dreſſing- room, they, were con- 
ducted. immediately te the noble: 
pair, who. were far greater orna< 
ments to Summer-Hill, than the 


woods, rivers,, or plantations. we: 
have already 1 noticed. 


Here I muſt 1 a: moment,, 
and try to recolle& the manner of 
their introduction; but firſt, though, 
a mere dauber, let me fee if I can: 
give a faint ſketch. to my curious; 
readers, of a fumily- picture, not. 
ſtretched: on canvas,, but glowing, 
in the colours of animated wgour;, 


health, and tovelineſs.. 


1 THE STEVT 

At the upper end of this piece, 
we ſhall preſent the counteſs of 
——, like a flower that has blown 
with reſplendent beauty early in the 
day, and now a little faded, though 
not ſhrunk, by the noon=tide ſun ;' 
no jewels blazed on her dreſs, but 
joy ſparkle in her eyes a cherub- 
child, with roſy-dimpled cheeks, 
ſat on the knee of her ſmiling mo- 


ther, who ſeemed renewing the a- 


muſements of her infant ſtate, to 
pleaſe the pretty prattler; — two 
other girls, the eldeſt about ten, the 


youngeſt hardly eight, fat on low 


ſtools on each hand of the Counteſs; 
one conning over a. French leſſon, 
the other at her work. 


In another part of this pleaſing 


piece, appeared the Earl, feated be- 
tween his two eldeſt ſons, genteel 


young 
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young men, particularlylord Eadon, 


with both of whom he ſeemed to 
be converſing, not as a rigid or au- 


tere father, but as a fender friend 


and inſtrufive companion. — The 


Earl's perſon had nothing remar k- 
able in it, but a very peculiar ex- 


preſſion of countenance, that tells 


you, he is happy. — Oppoſite the 
Earl, fat the good Dr. Bentley, 
with five lovely boys hanging about 


his knees, amongſt whom he is diſ- 


tributing marbles and ſugar-plumbt, 


. 


as a reward for their performance 
of a morning leſſon.— He looked 


round upon the Earl, upon the 


| Counteſs, upon heir beautiful off- 


ſpring, with ſuch ſerene rapture, 


as if he would have ſaid, 


Nor yet, tho' my leaf's wither a, 
am I dead; 


My fap i is only to thoſe. branches . 


ſpread,” „ 
II 6 To 


— — NN 
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To fpeak with. our accuſtomed 
plainneſs, the earl's family were 
every one of them diſperſed in 
the manner we have deſcribed, 
when Lady Dudley, out of regard 
to precedency, entered firſt the 


drawing room, followed by — fiſ- 
ter, &c.. &c.. 


Dr. 3 no ſooner glanced 
the end of her ladyſhip's hoop, than. 
he cried out, odſo | truly my chil- 
dren are come, and diſengaging: 
himſelf from the litt group, quicx- 
ened his uſual methodical pace ta 
meet them at the door. 


After tenderly embracing the la- 
dies and cordially ſhaking Sir Staf- 
ford and Forteſcue by the hand, he 
took that of Lady e alſo one 
from 
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from Eliza, leading them to the earł 
and counteſs, who. with. lord: Eadon; 
advanced to. receive their _— vit= 

tor 8. | 


Mere, Gid the FER 5775 man, „ Nerd 
truly, are: my other children, who, 
when I was. torn. from my own,, 


affectionately ſupplied their place: 
my dear Lord, my dear Harriot: 
fold them to your boſoms—take: 
alſo: to your brotherly, to your 
fiſterly love, their virtuous and wor- 
thy huſbands— heaven is too graci- 
ous | continued he,, tears gliding. 
down. his reverend cheeks,. to have: 
all my children at once in view, 
truly is too much, my joy will. be- 
came troubleſome. | 


Whit 
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Whilſt Dr. Bentley was in this 
manner pouring out the effuſions 
of his fond grateful heart, the ami- 
able pair, together with Lord 'Ea- 
don, were ſtriving to convince their 
delighted gue/ts With what fervour 
they were prepared to reverence 
and eſteem them. 


How would ſuch a meeting as. 


this have. ſhamed the Wh. form of 
unmeaning ceremony 3 


Doubtleſs, the ſame number of 
hours were crouded into this day, 
as would have been found i in it, had 
not ſo happy a company aſſembled 
at Summer hill, yet ſo it happened, 
that every individual thought it, by 
far, the een they had ever 

2 | 


When 


E 
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When che earl found their in- 
tentions of going back to Ivy Caſ- 
tle that evening, he got the coun- 
teſs of his party, who with little 
difficulty gained over Sir Stafford 
and Forteſcue, ſo that at length the 
ladies were prevailed upon to poſt- 
pone their return till the next morn- 
ing, at which time Lord Eadon 
promiſed to eſcort them, and a ſer- 
vant was diſpatched to prevent Sir 
Nicholas or n Jh being un- 
5 


Henrietta and Eliza, who had ſcarce 
ever before ſeen ſuch children, were 
ſo much charmed with the little 
Venctians, that they almoſt ſtifled 
them with careſſes the counteſs 
would have ſent them to their own: 
apartment ſoon -after the arrival- of 


her 
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her viſitors, but this intention was 
oppoſed: ſo ſtrangly by their expreſ- 
five looks, that Dr. Bentley, who 
perfectly underſtood their meaning, 
prevailed on, her ladyſhip to let the 
little innocents ſtay below, on, 
which Lady Dudley gracefully rai= 
| fed the good man's hand to her 
lips, and thanked him for the pleas 
ſure he had procured them. 7 


One anda as well attempt to 
arpreſi the unſpeakable tran ſports of 5 
a ſuſceptible mind poſſeſſed, of an 
eſſential bleſſing, which. it has long 
purſued, as deſcribe the pleaſures: 
of this joyful. day at Summer. Hill. 


Nothing could: more agreeablyß 
ſurprize the ladies, when ſtepping. 
inte.their carriage the next morn- 

12715 | - MT 
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ing, they found they were to be 
accompanied not only by Lord Ea- 
don, but the Doctor himſelf, who: 
faid, he was reſolved to take this 
opportunity of paying his bumble. 
duty to lady Jane Beaufort, before 
her ladyſhip lett the country, and 

alſo of thanking his good friend Sir 
Nicholas for all Grows, 


sir Stafford and — elite 

ly inſiſted on putting Dr. Bent- 
ley and Lord Eadon into the coach, 
with lady Dudley and Eliza, but 
the former very compoſedly replied, 
no, my children, whom God: hath 
joined together, let no man put a- 
ſunder, and mounting the carl's 
ehariot, was e * lord "Bb 

don, | 


The 
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The counteſs gave à tear to her 
ſiſter excellencies, as they drove 
from the hoſpitable door, whilſt 
they were {till more deeply affect- 
ed at the unwelcome ſeparation ; ; 
but what ſerved to conſole them all 
Was, a reciprocal promiſe to ſpend 
much of their time together, after 


they came back to the 'Caſtle from 


: their viſit to Lady Jane. 3 


we do not /ay, ot even ehink; that | 


Sir Nicholas was glad to ſee either 
Lord Eadon or Dr. Bentley, yet 
being in a pretty good humour, on 
account of his family's joyfully ex- 
pected departure, he gave them both 
ſuch a reception as would have 
done honour to a far leſs. ſordid 
ſpirit, but the warm and cordial 
pleaſure expreſt by Lady Jane was 
entirely ſincere. 


rin 4 4 HA . _ £A au 


Lord 


as 0 


w 


— — — 


— 


— 


THE $SIBYL. 163 


Lord Eadon obſerving the vaſt 
influence Lady Dudley had over his 
grandfather, and promiſing himſelf 
every thing from the obliging ſweet- 
neſs of her diſpoſition, ventured to 
accoſt her in theſe terms the day 
after he came to the hire 


| Pak 1 my preſump- 
tion, if forgetting the ſhortneſs of 
our acquaintance, I dare to lay the 
ſecrets of my heart open before 
you, —can you pity me, if I tell 
your ladyſhip I am unhappy ? — 
will you condeſcend to. plead for 
me, when 1 ſolicit your. interceſ- 
fion ? I ought to have been ſilent, 
till by a thouſand aſſiduities I had 
ſtrove to render myſelf not unde- 
ſerving the proof of generous good- 
neſs I am about to aſk,—I know, 


"tl 


264 THE SIBYI. 


"tt then J ought to have been ſilent, 


yet, my deareſt lady Dudley, heũ- 
tating and bluſhing as he ſpoke, 
was I to conceal my uneaſineſs 
longer, I ſhould loſe all hopes of 
having it removed, — you are going 
from this neighbourhood, I may 
never ſce you again, —theſe are the 


motives which een me to 
_ 1 an 
There was fmething fog moving, 


i full of diſtreſs in the air, the 
yoice, of this young nobleman 


aſſured his lordſhip, ſhe was. heartily 
diſpoſed to do him any ſervice in 


her power, on which he expreſſed. 
many proofs of genuine gratitude, 


and went on to relate a very pretty 


tale, the particulars of which we 


do. 
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do not think unworthy a place 
in our OO 


4 


About three years before the re- 
turn of the Earl and his family to 
England, it happened Sir James 
B. was ſent as plenipotentiary from 
our court to that of Venice, accom- 
panied by his lady and eldeſt 
daughter, a beautiful girl, juſt ſhoot- 
ing into % man- hood. An intimacy 


between the two families immedi- 
ately commenced, — conſequently 


Lord Eadon, then Mr. R, be- 
came ſtrongly. attached to the fair 
Briton, . nor could ſhe. behold the 
agreeable Venetian without an "* 
dequate degree. of tenderneſs.; — 
at firſt this union of hearts 4 8 
agrecable to all parties, and the 
young people were ſuffered to in- 


dulge. 
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dulge their paſſion, without fear of 
being blaſted by the diſapprobation 


of parents. 


6 | Matters were at length carried ſo 
far, that the Earl and Sir James 
began to talk of neceſſary preli- 
minaries; when the latter, not on- 


ly of a very capricious diſpoſition, 


but alſo ſuperlatively haughty, re- 
ſenting ſome trifling objection the 
Earl made to one of his propoſals 
| regarding the ſertlements, he threw 
off the maſk of reſpect caſually 
put on, for he had ever held it his 
opinion, that a poor peer was far in- 
ferior to a rich commoner, and on 
this ſuppoſition treated his lordſhip 
with ſo much indignity, that their 
negotiation broke off to the inex- 


preſſible 


— 


preſſible concern of Lord Eadon 
and lee Cecile, : 


Though the Earl felt for his 1 
with the moſt tender compaſſion, 
yet honour obliged him to forbid 


his viſits to the daughter of Sir 
James B—. 1 


This affair ſoon became public, 
and the ſupercilious baronet. ſtung 
with a coolneſs he met from every 
quarter, the earl being almoſt 
adored by the inhabitants of his 
adopted kingdom, ſoon wrote to 
be recalled, — another ambaſſador 
was nominated, — he left the re- 
public, he returned to England, 
without once ſuffering the poor 


Cecilia to bid her ner lover 
adieu. 11150 


%, * 
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The Earl who wifhed to confole 
his ſon under this heavy affliction, 
thought he had now no better me- 


thod of doing it than by endeavour. 


ing to reaſon him out of a paſſion 
which appeared fo very diftant 
from ſucceſs, — bat all his gentle 


arguments, all his parental fond per- 


ſuaſions, were ONE 


However, as his father had been 
ſo very ill treated by Sir James, his 
| lordſhip took care to keep his un- 


eaſineſs as much as poſlible con- 


cealed, nor had he ever, from the 
hour his miſtreſs left Venice, to 
that in which he now opened his 
heart to Lady Dudley, ever men- 
tioned a with to the Earl, that he 
would try to accommodate matters 
with Sir James, even now he pro- 


teſted 


fn Wn wy, | HH AS OA. 
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teſted to her Jadyſhip, that, dear 
as miſs B — was to him, he 
would ſacrifice not only his inelina- 
nations, but Ie itſelf, rather than 

his father, ſhould, on his account, 
_— to any . eee, 


* 


Lay Dudley was EY even ito. 
tears, at a recital fo affecting 
ſhe admired his - conſtancy, — ſhe 
reverenced his duty, and again. 
begged he would tell her how The: 
OR Pulls 3 


3» have. ſaid; madam, ms; - 
the gratef ul youth, almoſt accom- 
panying her tears with his o.]n, 
that I would not for the world 
have my father deſcend from the 
dignity of his character; but my 
grandfather, Lady Dudley; he can 

Vol. II. ** 
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deny you nothing; — uſe your 
intereſt with him, - intreat him 
to interceed with the Earl for 
permiſſion, that I may, in my 
0701 perſon, make one attempt to be 
united to my Cecilia, —aſſure him, 
madam, if Sir James ſhould dare 
to treat a ſecond time with diſre- 
| fpe& the character of my revered 
father, I will reſent it as becomes 
his ſon, I will never more repeat 

my viſits, —I will drop all thoughts 
of his daughter, till ſhe has a 
power to diſpoſe of herſelf, - from 
his hand I never will receive her, 
nor ſhall mine be ever given to any 
other woman ;—my whole ſoul is 
ſet on this laſt trial ; for God's ſake, 
my dear lady Dudley, exert all your 
eloquence to obtain for me the fa- 
your I requeſt, 


Henrietta 


THE ABYL un 


Henrietta told his Lordſhip, ſhe 
would not neglect his happ. neſs a 
moment; ſo” fayings ſhe hurried - 
from him, and, in leſs than ten mi- 
nutes, brought back with her 
Dr. Bentley, perfectly diſpoſed to 
eaſe the anxiety of his lordſhip's 
mind, which the good man aſſured 

' him he would do, mingling his 
promiſe with - ſuch expreſſions of 
kindneſs, that the tranſported lover 
could hardly be prevented from fal- 
ling at his feet; when he thanked 
Lady Dudley, the warmth of his 
acknowledgment 770 her eloquently 
ſpoke the fervency of his paſſion 

for Miſs B-—. Dr. Bentley con- 
ſented to return with his /ord/hip 
the next day to Summer-Hill, that 
the buſineſs of his heart might not 
be delayed ; 5 -accordingly, early the 

| I2 following 
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following morning, they took their 
leave of the family at Ivy Caſtle, 
who all, except Sir Nicholas, ſat 
out in three days for Beaufort Park, 
and the great gates were again ſhut 
with as much caution as ever. 


Lady Jane, and her fair nieces 
were ſo crouded with company at 
her ladyſhip's ſeat, that finding no 
ceſſation at the end of two months, 
fatigued too with a manner of life, 
to which till very lately they 
had been quite unaccuſtomed; Sir 
Stafford and Forteſcue propoſed 


taking them to town, where if 


they choſe it they might be more 
retired, or at leaſt agreeably vary 
the ſcene of diſipation; nor was 
this propoſal free from vanity.— 
Where i is 5 The manwho has a valuable 
1 Jewel 
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. in his poſſeſſion, chat is not 
fond cf expoling it to an admiring 
multitude, boaſting it ir bi? 


Lady Jane conſented to accom- 
pany them, and early in the 
winter a magnificent houſe in 
| Grofoener Square was provided for 


their roo Peas 


"Boſe chop left me Park, | 
a large packet ſaluted them from 
Summer-Hill, containing letters 
from Doctor Bentley, the earl, 
counteſs, and Lord Eadon ;. the 
latter expreſſing his happineſs at 
the reconciliation which had taken 
place between his father and Sir: 
James B——, who had, it ſeems, 
been very liberal of his conceflions ; 
thoſe from the earl and counteſs- 


were | 


x 
15 
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were to intreat Lady Jane, Sir 


Stafford, and Lady Dudley, Mr. 


and Mrs. Forteſcue would honour 


the approaching nuptials of Lord 


Eadon with their preſence,—and 


that from Dr. Bentley, full of 
thankfulneſs to heaven, rgfoici: 4 
in the joy of his children. » 


* 


Polite and affectionate anſwers 
were returned to theſe friendly 


epiſtles; but, as a London journey 


was concluded upon, they were 
obliged to decline the invitation of 


their friends, and very ſoon after 


fat out for the great town, where 
we will now . N bappily 
arrived. 


| Under the auſpices of the beſt 
bred woman in Europe, which 
„„ . Was 


< 


— 


. 
/ 
* 
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was undoubtedly the chara#eriftic 


of Lady Jane, Henrietta, and Eliza, 
ſoon underſtood enough of the beau 


nat to conduct themſelves with 
hat king of elegance, which is pe- 
culiar to 


=— 


not o obtai 


ed at the expence of their 


native ſimplicity, but beautifully 


blended with it. 


- Frog their firſt appearance at 
court, they were pronounced the 


fineſt women in the &4ingdom, and 


in a little time it became ſo general 
a faſhion to admire them, that, 
wherever they came, they were 


followed by ſuch a crowded train, 
as, having no vanity to gratify, 
made them quite unealy. 


Lady 


puits /ollowers; an advantage 


- P * „ 
5 7 
7 : 3 


7 THE SIBYL. 


Lady Jane. ſaw, with pleaſure, 
their diſreliſn for a toon life, and, 
at their earneſt requeſt, joined to 
prevail on their tranſportedhuſ- 


bands to treat them with ajourney | 
back to Ivy Caſtle, where they p- 


poſed ſpending the ipring with Sir 
Nicholas, and enjoying the charms 
of that neighbourhood, to which 
they found themſelves attached, par- 
ticularly to the amiable * at 
Summer-Hill. 


FI. 


